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Study Summary

This memorandum addresses the topic of judicial expertise as a means of evidence in the
criminal field. It represents a technical tool relied upon by judges to understand factual or
technical matters that require specialized scientific knowledge not possessed by the judge.

Judicial expertise is based on individuals known as "experts."

The appointed expert prepares a report that helps the court form its conviction. However,
this report is not binding on the judge, who retains discretionary authority to accept or reject

it.

Expertise plays an important role in uncovering the truth, but it is subject to legal safeguards,
the most important of which are impartiality, the report’s susceptibility to discussion, and the
possibility of conducting a counter—expertise. The Algerian legislator has regulated the rules

of expertise in the Code of Criminal Procedure from Article 143 to Article 156.



