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Abstract

It is fascinating how technology is becoming a fundamental part of our
lives,nowadays.A social network (SN) usage is growing day by day,students develop their
own way of communication (CM) using these platforms.This process,allowed students
modern way of communication using a new formula of language.Thus,delivering the exact
intended meaning requires new linguistic performances,strategies,styles,and choices to be
made by students.This research aims to describe the changes that occurred in the language due
to its use in the virtual world.Social network should be an important factor in determining
language change by leading to creat a modern language style. This study investigates the
changes occurring in the language(whether within its forms or functions)due to the use of
social networks(SNs) , and if students actually affects the language they use,or not.This
research adopts descriptive case study methodology.The accessible population of this study is
Master One students(176)from The Departement of English Language and Culture at
Khenchela University from which a sample of 60 is selected using random sample
technique.To reach the research objectives ,a questionnaire has been used as an
instrument.Additionally,the obtained data are analyzed, results show that SNs come up with a
modern communication way that influences language and brings even a new
vocabulary.Some recommendations are suggested,regarding the fact that Fcb is becoming a

serious generator of language use,in order to adapt SN sites to serve the language.

Key Terms: Social networks, communication.
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General Introduction

The development of internet technologies in the 21 century, including networking
technology, have become powerful tools that enable online CM in the digital space, which can
take over several aspects of people’s lives, thus becoming a natural background part of their
everyday life. This development has had a tremendous impact on language. «Due to a
massively growing online community, it has become increasingly important to understand the
role that social media plays in online decision making and behavior.”(Asur&Huberman,
2010).There is deep-rooted beliefs that students use language differently. In other words, they
have different linguistic performances. Modern CM using SNs reflects students ‘different
language styles that exist in real life. The differences appear clearly in their posts, messages,
and comments. Linguistic change is the result of many factors such as typing through a screen
rather than speaking face to face, students different language styles, informal writing,
language barrier, grammar faults, and new words appearing. All the previous factors are the
perfect recipe for rapid change.

The spread of technology and the use of social media in the world precisely in Algeria
has increasingly raised in the last decades,according to the digital book there were 22.71
million internet users in Algeria in January 2020.The number of internet users has increased
by 12% between 2019 and 2020.Moreover,there were 22 million social media users in
Algeria.This number has increased by 12% between April 2019 and June 2020
(kamp,2020).In this study,the researcher had dealt with the subject from several angles like
interacting,identity presentation,messaging,using emojis,and making more connections.In
addition several studies are done about the use of emojis in online CM.”The impact of Emoji
on Language and Communication” research by Boudjemaa Abou Bakr El Seddik from the
University of Mostaganem where he discussed the impact of emojis on language (Boudjemaa,
A.2017). Most studies involved only language which is spoken in face-to-face conversation.
However, this study will describe the SN effect on language.
1-Statement of the problem

Language is a system of CM and a vehicle of interaction used to share people’s
thoughts,views,and experiences as well as it contribute to maintain a social bound.Over the
past twenty years,the explosive growth of information and CM technology and the spread of
internet has radically changed and facilitated the way indivuduals communicate and
interact,and brought a whole new modern way of CM that is typed through a screen rather
than being spoken face to face.Rapid development in the globalized world has resulted in an

enhancement of information technology especially for internet application.



The social media, generally and SNs particularly is one of the sites where language is
dynamically used.Unlike the ordinary way of using language which is structurally and
grammatically conventionalized, the SNs users employ different forms of language to make
CM more effective and amusing.Social media revolution which started in the 1990s, along
with exponential growth results in the subsequent degradation of expression of written and
spoken language in its standard form. Internet critics point to poor grammar use on social
media networks as evidence that these sites breed poor language skills.

The lack of interaction presented a new challenge among the users of social media
platforms like: misunderstanding, and unclear language.The Fcb at the moment is the most
popular, and widely used SNs.Most of the users of Fcb are teenagers and school age
youths.The language of the Fcb of late is in the state of flux.People use all forms of acronyms
and abbreviations to represent their ideas, opinions, and messages .Kees, D. (2002)

Therefore, this study seeks to describe the changes that occurred on the uses of the
language in SN as a result of the technological development is dealing with nowadays.
2-Aims of the study

This aims at:

e Describing the changes that occurred in English language and it uses under the
influence of social media.
e To inquire the language used on SNs among students.
3-Research Questions

The study at hand is conducted for the sake of answering two research questions in
order to fulfil the objectives of the work. The questions are stated as follows:

e How did social networks change the linguistic performance of Master One students in
the English Department at Khenchela University?
e How language’s changes affect the English spelling of Master One students in the

English Department at Khenchela University?
4-Hypothesis

This research is based on this hypothesis: The use of social networks creates new
formula of Language which is abbreviations and acronyms, so these changes occurred on

Language affect English spelling, because the word loses its true form and function.



5-Significance of the study

The impact of social medial on language will be unraveled,emphasized,and
scrutinized through the comprehensive description of this study.This study will specifically
benefit the following people:

5-1-Community

This study raises awareness in the community about social media as a modern concern
and how it shedslight on the new language forms to decrease misunderstanding amomg them.

5-2-Students

This study will significantly assist students because its findings may encourage them
to accept the change of language when they communicate in addition of using social media
for more beneficial purposes.

5-3-Future Researchers

This research focuses on the impact of social media; the findings of this study can be
utilized to inform future conversations about social media’s ability to alleviate
students’achievement.
6-Research Methodology and Research Tools

This research has been conducted through the descriptive method as an appropriate
method to conduct the study.

6-1-The Choice of method

The descriptive method seems to be appropriate for this study to investigate the
hypothesis because it leads to testable hypothesis. It is limited for making accurate predictions
unless the hypothesis accepted or rejected which states

6-2-Research Tools
For this study we choose the questionnaire as a tool which is helpful in gathering the
sufficient and reliable data for this study. The questionnaire will be for students of Master one
in the Department of English at University of Khenchela as a case study.
7-Operational Definitions of Key terms
The following terms are operationally defined to help the reader to comprehend their use in

the present study:

7-1-Social Media

“The term social media refers to a computer-based technology that facilitates the sharing of

ideas,thoughts,and information through virtual networks and community,it gives users quick

electronic CM of content,such as personal information,documents,videos,and photos.Users



engage with social media via a computer,tablet,or smart phone via web-based software or
applications”( Dgital Marketing Institute,2021)
7-2-Facebook
Fcb is a SN site that makes it easy for anyone with a valid email address to connect and
share with family and friends online. Fcb was created in 2004 by Mark Zuckerberg while he
was enrolled at Harvard University. Fcb gives the users an opportunity to create personalized
profiles that include general information like education background, work background, and
favorite interest. It also has an option to add specific applications to further personalized one’s
profile (Rosmarinus, 2007)
7-3-Linguistic Performance
The term linguistic performance was used by Noam Chomesky in 1960 to describe the
actual use of language in concrete situations. It is used to describe both the production,
sometimes called parole, as well as the comprehension of language (Reishaan, 2008)
7-4-Cyber Language
Cyber language (also called textese,internet slang,internet shorthand,or chatspeak) refers to
words,abbreviations,and/or acronyms frequently used in social media and text
messaging.Individuals often use cyber language in an effort to save time,reduce keystrokes,or
limit characters in a message.
8-Population and Sampling
The study deals with Master one students in the Department of English at Abbes
Laghrour University of Khenchela as a sample for gathering the suitable data. As a population
is 176 students of Master one divided into three groups. Our sample is composed of 60
students who are chosen randomly to answer the questionnaire.
9-Structure of Thesis
The current study concerning dealing with Language Economy in Digital
Conversation and English Spelling among English Learners is going to be built up through
two main chapters. The first chapter is going to be mainly theoretical or the literature review
by which we are going to get insights about the issue studied. It highlights how language is
changed under the use of SNs. The second chapter is purely practical where the research
methodology and different procedures used to collect data from the sample population are
being presented.
Ending up, data analysis and interpretation of the results are presented by the end of

the research.
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Chapter one: Literature Review
Introduction

The second chapter of this dissertation is devoted to Litterature review about
language used in social networks; concepts and origins related to language, digital
communication, and online communication were explained first. After that, the impact and
influence of social networks on English spelling were discussed and explained.

Section One: Language Economy
1- Language

Language is a structered system of communication that contains grammar and
vocabulary.It is the primary means that help humans convey meaning ,both in spoken and
written forms and may also be conveyed in another form which is sign languages.Written
systems that allow recording and preserving the origins of sounds in language have been
developed by human languages.Human language has its own cultural and historical
diversity,and we should not forget that cultures differ greately among themselves.One of the
characteristics of human languages is productivity and displacement,which contribute to the
creation of a large number of sentences,and the ability to refer to things ,events and ideas that
do not appear directely in discourse.The use of human language is based on social traditions
and is acquired through learning.

Accurate estimates of human languages are based on arbitrary distinctions between
languages and dialects.Natural languages are spoken or signed, or both. However, any
language can be encoded in secondary media using hearing or vision.For example, written,
whistling, signature, or Braille. Written language or sign language is the way of writing natural
human speech or gestures. (Bloomfield, Leonard.1914)

Philosophical views differed on enhancing language and meaning,but when used as a
general concept,it is the cognitive ability to learn and use complex communication system,or
to describe a set of rules that contribute to the formation of these systems,or it is a set of
words that can be produed from those rules.All languages depend on the process of
semiosis.To link signs with specific meanings.Oral,manual,and tactile languages depend on
phonemic system that controls how symbols are used to form sequences known as words or
morphemes,and also a grammatical system that controls how words or shapes are combined to
form phrases and expressions.

The scientific study of language is called linguistics and the time of Gorgins and
Plato in the ancient Greek civiliwation,critical examinations of languages were discussed such

as philosophy of language,the relations between language and thoughts and how words



represent experience.The idea that language arose from rational and logical thoughts appeared
and was argued by Jean.Jacques Roisseau (1772),philosophers have also argued in the
twentieth century that philosophy is really the study of language itself such as Ludding
Wittgenstein, times include Ferdinand De Saussure and Noam Chomesky.

As really hominins acquired the ability to form a theory of mind and shared
intent,language 1is thought to have gradually diverged from earlier associative
systems,sometimes thought to coincide with increased brain size.Many linguists see the
structures of language as having evolved to serve specific communicative and social
functions.Language is found in many different locations in the human brain,but particulary in
the Broka’s and Wernicke’s areas.Humans acquire language through social interaction in
early childhood.The innate human ability to learn language fades with age.Languages learnt
in almost ten years old,as well as those that learnt earlier.(Bloomfield,Leonard.1914)
2-Economy of Language

Economy of language is a theory stating that fewer words lead to great clarity.

The forms of language used by students on social media are non-formal
language,sarcasm, slang,or harsh language with abbreviations because there are no boundaries
for communicating on social media,the norms in communication are often ignored and
offened each other.

One of the most notable ways that social media has influenced the English language,is
through the appropriation of existing vocabulary words that had existing meanings,have now
been given other meanings in an online context,which then spills over into verbal
communication.

Economy of language is the preferred language on the internet.It includes shortened
words that are contructed and phrases that are abbreviated.

This makes the modern language easier to express and coul sounding.Learning
social media abbreviations will allow you to easily pick up what your online friends are
saying, plus using them when writing your posts or messages will make your content
relatable.Do not be left out and fit in with your online audience by learning our list of useful
social media abbreviations. (“Economy of Language-Communicating Concisely in Any
Dialect”, 2021)
3-Abbreviation: Definition and Examples

An abbreviation, simply put, is a shortened form of a word. In writing, abbreviations
are useful when you let’s keep the writing short.You can also use them when you found long

phrases to make your sentences simpler to examine.



One thing to remember about abbreviations is that certain ones are considered
informal.If you are writing something very formal, it is better to err on the side of spelling
things out.The other thing to remember is that some readers may not know what an
abbreviation means.If an abbreviation is obscure on unfamiliar, make sure to explain what it
means the first time you see it.

3-1- Acronyms and Initialisms

Abbreviations come in a few different varieties.Both acronyms and initialisms are
abbreviations that are formed by combining the initial letter or letters of each word into a
longer name or phrase. Commonly, we write acronyms and initialisms all in capital letters to
differtiate them from ordinary words. (When fully spelled out, the words in acronyms and
initialisms do not need to be capitalized unless they entail a proper noun).

An acronym is pronounced as a single word, rather than as a series of letters. NAZA,
for example, is an acronym.It stands for National Aeronautics and Space Administration.From
time to time, an acronym becomes so common place that it evolves into an ordinary word that
people no longer think of an acronym.The words “scuba” and “laser”, for instance,originated
as acronyms(self-contained under water breathing apparatus and light amplification by
stimulated emission of radiation, respectively).

Initialisms are close to acronyms in that they are also formed using the first letter of
each word in a longer phrase. Initialisms are pronounced as a series of letters, unlike
acronyms. NFL (National Football League) for example is pronounced en-eff-ell.

If you need to use indefinite article before an acronym or initialism, use the initial
sound of the word.Internet slang sometimes have the form of initialisms: LOL, IDK, IMO,
and BRB. Although this type of slang cannot use it with important correspondence like
professor or colleagues, or in online comments when you want to be taken seriously, or it can
be easy to use for informal online communication, especially if you type slowly.
(“Abbreviation Definition and meaning”, 2023)
4-The Earlier Use of Abbreviations

The manner language is used today in posts various spelling, abbreviations which
means to vintage words, uncommon speech patterns is not new in English. In fact, modern net
speak is match like the machine of abbreviations present in medieval instances. In his book
“Historical Linguistics and Language Exchange”, Roger has states that for the first a thousand
years of his language’s development, there was no preferred spelling and for a
word.(Roger,1997,pp.21-26).For the duration of the middle ages,scribes,in parchments or

dried.The writing method concerned laking ready for both expensive and extraordinarily time



eating,so logically they tried to write as much as data in shorter time and smaller space.One of
the maximum essential capabilities which any scholar of medieval manuscripts and early
revealed books had to increase an expertise of abbreviations which turned into common place
in those texts.”Scribes and Scholars”,written by Reynolds and N.G.Wilson,offers a detailed
description of the Scribe’s hard work,because of the rate of parchment and the need to reduce
the scale of books which were going to be stored.Scribes evolved for Latin texts and elaborate
machine of abbreviating phrases and for changing some specially not unusual words(or not
unusual formulate phrase) with established part of writing and analyzing Latin for see you
later the machine became carried over into early printed books, fivteenth and sixteenth
centuries revealed Latin texts “gift the equal demanding situations as medieval Latin
manuscripts”(Reynolds and N.G.Wilson, 2013,p.116).

5-Medieval Abbreviations

There are sorts of medieval abbreviations marks to indicate lacking letters
(suspensions) and marks which represent a whole word. Adriano Capelin Italian historian
offers a dictionary of about 1400 marks or even that is for from whole, because his work is
sort of excessively based totally on Italian manuscripts and now no other elements of Europe.
In place of writing”’et”, they use the ampers and or &, same as we do now common place.A
few instance as “i.e” for “idest” (this is) and “e.g”or “exampligratia” (as an example) which
are none the less utilized in modern English.

The two most common place suspension marks are a Macron (short line)above a
letter or an apostrophe like curl after or part of a letter,each indicated that some letters are
missing. The letter image cannot be located on a laptop keyboard, so 9 is used terminal u
,along with ver9 in preference to “various «and “Venus”.

It also used in the middle and end of the word to indicate”e”or “err”:p’riodic is
preiodic.The medieval suspension mark is the beginning of the present day apostrophe to
signify missing “com”or”’con’:’9fort”:”comfort”,”9cieved”:’conceived”.

Aperson in phrase final function and fashioned something like a number of 4 is often
used to symbolize “arum «or “orum”,”’line four”:’line arum”,”re4”:”rerum”.This could also
be used more typically for any cluster of letters consist of an r .Regular scribes use
superscripts to  indicate  abbreviations “CAO” is capital, «fore”:  form,
pim:pirmum,pia:prima,and soon.

Lindsay and Baims kingdom states that the system of abbreviations by no means

actually “die out” absolutely (Lindsay, 1915, p.61).



Despite the massive variety of medieval abbreviations they were no longer as
excessive as scribes in 6™ century Rome whose immoderate abbreviations led a lot confusion
and errors that the emperor Justinian exceeded a regulating its use.
6-Examples of Abbreviations

6-1- Onomatopoeic or stylized spelling

Onomatopoeic spelling has also become popularized on the internet. One well known
example is “hahaha” to indicate laughter.Onomatopoeic spelling are very language specific,
for instance, in Spanish laughter is spelled as “jajaja”instead, because J is pronounced as /h/.

6-2- Emojis

Emojis are new forms of internet slang, and are much like emoticons in the way that
they convey messages in a visual way, but emoticons creat an image using characters from the
keyboard, emojis are a whole new level of communication and slang that convey messages by
small cartoons.For instance, emojipedia and prismoji took 572 peach emojis tweets and
associated them with six different meanings varying from the fruit, feelings peachy or sexual
connotations in 2016. (““Abbreviation and meaning”, 2023)
7-New Words and Abbreviations in Social Media

Today’s internet abbreviations have developed because of their considerable use on
social media. We percentage greater private facts, however also talk with large audiences
through social media structures inclusive of Facebook,Twitter,or Tumbir.In line with the
records portal as of September 2016,Facebook is the market place with 1.7 billion
customers.Next of this list is Tumbir,the running a blog system which has extra then 555
million active weblog customers on their website,and Twitter with 313 billion active
debts.Our verbal exchange style consequently has come to be greater casual and extra
open.Whilest writing on social media,we get to point quicker and try and paintings inside the
creative contraints of man or women boundaries,even as creativity our personal contemporary
system of abbreviations. DANIRA, M. (2016)

Section Two: Digital Conversation
1-Online Communication

Since the late 1960s, online communication is available; it was seen as an important
tool, according to David Crystal:” the internet is an excellent medium for language ». Online
communication as a term refers to the communication between two or more people through
the use of computer, for instance: Email, Chats rooms, online forms and social media

including text messaging and other forms of text. (Crystal, D.2001, p60)
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Communicating face to face is very different from communicating online,because
seeing a person when is talking means hearing tone of voice,looking at his facial
expressions,body language and hand gestures,and this way of communication cannot be relied
upon in online environment.
2-Types of Online Communication

2-1-Synchronous online communication

Inside the computer there is chat rooms and similar environments to face to face
discussion or over the phone between different persons, synchronous are true and real
communication.

Participants in synchronous forms transform messages that display on the screens of
others as soon as they are sent.Short messages allowing because of the quick response of
readers.

2-2-Asynchronous online communication

Asynchronous communication is defined as the interaction between exchanges of
participants with gaps in time.Electronic version of letters,Email can be shared between
people single individual or group of people sharing interests,friendship,busniss,or other
links.When readers receiving static information this is another version or type of
asynchronous.Also,readers can participate in comments or blogs published.Asynchronous
forms appear to predominate in most cases,for example when there is considerable time
between delivering messages and being read.
3-Main Online Communication Tools

3-1-Email

It is derived from the term “Electronic Mail” with messaging through social networks

and instant messages. It is not as important as it used to be.
3-2- Social networking

The term networking represents the use of social media sites to connect with
friends,family,colleagues or customers.Social networking can have two purposes which are
social purpose,busniss purpose or also both of them through sites like
Facebook,Instagram, Twitter,and Pinterest.

3-3-How social networking works

Social networking develop the relationships among humans and maintain the personal

business relationships using technology.This is done through the use of different social

networking sites like Facebook,Instagram,and Twitter,these sites contribute to the
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development of relationships among people and make them connected to each other and also
exchange information,and messages.
3-3-1-For friends and family

Family members and friends can communicate with each other by connecting in
social networking like Facebook.Through this site they can share photos, status, and what
happen in their every day and lives, also this social network site allow people get to know
people from other countries who share the same interests, goals, or experiences and can find
each other through groups, lists. (Boyd, D & Ellison, N.2007)
4-What is Digital?

Digital describes electronic technology that generates, keeps, and processes data in
terms of two states: positive and non-positive.Positive is expressed or represented by the
number 1 and non-positive by the number 0.Thus, the digital technology expresses the stored
data as a string of 0’s and 1’s.Each of these state digits is reffered to as a bit (and a string of
bits that a computer can address individualy as a group is a byte .

Before the advent of electronic technology, electronic transmission was depends on
analog technology, by conveying data as electronic signals of varying frequency.The most
widely used analog technology is Telivision broadcasting and Telephone transmission.
5-Communicating with digital technology

Digital technology is primarily used with contemporary means of communication
like satellite and fiber optic transmission. A modem convert digital information in your
computer into analog signals for the telephone line and coverts analog telephone signals into
digital information for your computer. (“What is Digital”, 2021)
6-Digital conversation

Digital conversation is written by human, it is used to impart information or facts to
another human, whether that fact is helping them to do or engage in the various things they
need.

A digital conversation can be undertaken simultaneously from multiple digital
channels. The means used to access a digital conversation do not matter much as you will be
willing the same digital conversation. This means that any changes made to a digital
conversation are reflected across all channels immediately which allow digital conversations
to evolve.

Digital conversations are map out to engage consumers in a conversation, where the
goal is find out what they want and guide them towards achieving it. Many perceive such

dialogue marketing as the way forward, and they give a solution to delivering this at scale as



12

it moves away from a traditional one-way stream of information with a consumer. It also
moves towards a dialogue finding out and giving them what they want.

In the same New York Time article, Robert.M.Greenberg then states that he wants to
engage in digital conversations that are also so entertaining, involving and valuable that they
would not to ignore them.The jey word heare is engage, they are created to be in essence,
exchange dialogues, and interactions with unseen person. (Robert.M. Greenberg, 1989,
Section B, p. 8)
7-The Digital Conversation Bio-System

Digital conversation passes through four stages Bio-System:

e Create: representing of the initial creation the chat and giving it a front end.

e Interact: consumers engage with digital conversation.

e Understand: each concumer engaged in a conversation can keep its data which used
them automatically and also can be viewed easily.

e Adapt: changes may occur at the level of digital conversation due to usage data,

which in turn affects all channels. (“Digital Conversations”, n.d.)

Section Three: English Spelling
1-English Spelling

Is the representation of spoken English in the written form, by connecting graphemes
to sound and to meaning by readers? It includes English’s norms of spelling, hyphenation,
capitalization, word breaks, emphasis and punctuation.

Like the orthography of most world languages, English orthography has a wide degree
of regularity. In the late of 15" century this type spread and developed. However, unlike with
most languages every phoneme has multiple and different ways to spell it, and most letters
also have multiple pronounciation depending on their position in a word and the context.This
is partly to the history of English language which has a large number of words that have been
borrowed from other languages, without trying a complete spelling reforms and mainly this is
because of accidents of history.

Multilingual prinking compositions that were highly trained produced English
publications being typist, they used occasionally a spelling pattern more spreat and known for
another language. From country to country and within different regions of the same country
there is variety of English dialects; there are only slight regional variation in English

orthography.
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British and American spellings are the two most recognized variations. It helps to
facilitate international communication due to its overall unifortunity.On the other hand,it also
increase the discrepancy between the way English is written and spoken in any given location.

Sometimes you feel that you need to improve your spelling skill think about these options:

e Resprct yourself and your acquaintances especially for cacography and never tell them
that cacography is only a term for bad spelling.

e (Compared to German language, for instance, English spelling is random and
sometimes down right preserve, this was a blame to English language example, in
English cough,plough,rough,and through do not rhyme.(Despite all the regaries of
English spelling, millions of people figured out the system of course.

e Improving spelling skill is seriously very important, spelling matters according to a
report from BBC News, three quarters of employers lose opportunities of getting job,
because of their poor spelling or grammar.

Not all writers have been great spellers; remind you, teachers and friends by that, point them
with evidence of Shakespeare’s sonnet 138 in its original form:

When my love swears that she is made of truth,

I do believe her, though I know she lies,

Understand in the world false subtitles.

But some wise ecre will remind that Shakespeare wrote in an era before English
spelling had been standardized. In fact, before the publication of the first comprehensive
English dictionary, he died 40 years before that publication (“English Orthography”, n.d.)
2-Examples of English Spelling

2-1-Mark Twain

Correct spelling cannot be taught in any way and to anybody, because it is a gift and
talent like poetry, music, and art.Having this talent would be first step to memorize and after
seeing the word once in print it is forever photographed upon their memory and never forget
it.People who have not it they must spell more or by repetition, and expect to splinter the
dictionary wherever their orthographic lightning happens to strike.

2-2-Graphology

The study of the writing system is called Graphology; it goes in parallel to phonology.
The perspective sense to the term of orthography undergone to be used earlier, but later

neutral sense is common among scholars of language.
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2-3- Spelling variation

David Crystal: Even in orthography, by the year of 1800 it is said that the area have
become completely standardized (David Crystal, 1800).We find an observable difference, as
Sidney Baum established in 1986.He tries to estimate the spelling variation in modern
English. He found three variant forms for each page (of a dictionary)...296 entries. As a
percentage of all the entries in the dictionary, this was a remarkable 5.6 percent. (Sidney
Baum, 1986)
3-The Development of English Language under the Influence of Communication
through Social Media

Today the internet has an influent and role; it helps language to develop and evolving
always. People to communicate with new technology need always new language and words to
express their ideas and the change occurs, so speed. As we have become more attached on our
smart phones and computers the communication has changed completely between people in
nowadays.

The internet become a portal to the world, and with single touch people know
everything, especially through social networking sites such as:Twitter,Facebook,and
Youtube.Social media become the first factor for changing language,especially English,which
is considred the languafranca of the internet.A universal slang has been created to be
understood not only into every day conversations,but also it affects English language and the
way we communicate by editing new words.Although,it gains such an official status,it constill
called “slang”.In fact,this is not a new phenomenon the tools we use dictate always the
writing process,strainght lines store are more easier then curves,Runes had developed.
DANIRA, M. (2016)

Roman inscriptions are all in capitals because they are easier to crave into
stone.Writing got curlier when cuills and ink were developed.But now, when internet came
into view, we think the faster, the better.

The variation of English forms used like acronyms and abbreviations has increased
drastically and they have had a significante role in the new words that are being introduced on
a regular basis, this new manner affects the way people to communicate, not only youth once,
but people from all ages and social groups and across national borders.These changes have
been so significant, but they can be whether positive or negative. DANIRA, M. (2016)

Language is usually changing, evolving and adapting the wishes of its users.This is
not necessarly a bad factor, if English had now not changed, we might now not have words to

refer to modems, fax machines or cable TV as long as the needs of language customers keep
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to alternate, so language will change.The trade is so typically sluggish that from year to year
we infrequently word it, count on to bitch about the “bad language” being ruined by the more
youthful generations. Gerard Van Herk ,a coordinator on the departement of linguistics at the
university of recent discovered land ,calls this a not unusual example of the “critics life
style”.Basically it is for the case wherein the order era thinks the whole think that more
youthful era does worse due to new inventions like technology,allow us to no longer over
look analyzing Shakespeare’s writing from the sixteenth century may be tough.In case you
move returned a pair greater centuries analyzing Chaucer’s comterbury tails is not smooth
either,and if you went again some other 500 years to try to read Beowulf,it would be like
reading an exclusive language. (Kees, D.2002)
3-1-How Language is changing

Today the communication between people is changed, they are communicating in
written form as never before, efficient emotions and acronyms had become prevailing on their
language, while the use of phrase is reduced. With Facebook words like status,posts,tag
become familiar to our life because of its most influence according to the huffing post if
Facebook were a country,it would be the most populated in the world. While KR “kind
regards” at the lower part of an Email are fairly most used,but some codes of speech and
abbreviations stay special for particular online communities.Thr internet encourages the
spread of slang terms which were unique and particular to smaller or local community,such as
the meaning of DD and DS which is known obly by few people (Darling Daughter and
Darling Son).The acronym LOL ( laugh out loud) is become used and spread beyond the
social media platforms such as Favebook and Twitter which almost helped the populization of
the term,but as the internet developed online conversations are also evolving through
time.LOL used to become a mean to acknowledge with only three keystrokes that means
founding another web user’s input amusing.Now,this term seems to have undergone a
semantic shift it is a way to signal that a comment is intended to be more funny,or signal
irony.
3-2-The exchange of the language

The internet give the opportunities for speakers from different versions of language to
communicate with each other in a new way as never before, leading to an exchange of ideas.
American and British English are already being used in the same web platforms, allowing to
seeding the same conventions such as spelling and new words across both versions of the

language.
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An acronym is YOLO (you only live once) is used at the first time in 2011 by the
Canadian recording artist Drake. The term spread and subsequently become more common
across the internet according to Twitter analytics websites. It becomes the mainstream at that
time, while YOLO had appeared before in various rapened and postrace that is perhaps can be
a measure of the influence of the internet on language terms that would previously stayed
within funs of particular genre of music. Cultures have always exchanged ideas, and the
internet is just assisting in that process and speeding things up. (“Yusuf Bhana”, n.d.)
4-The Need for Internet Language

The transformation of the internet language takes place as it entails online
communication rather than a verbal one. David Crystal in his book “Internet Linguistics™: “a
student manual points that humans can rely on greater linguistics cues» (David Crystal, 2011),
at some stage in a face to face communication like facial expression and gestures.

However, cues are not present across online structures.That is way the network has
created its personal slang.The customers of internet speak do make with different manner to
carry their feelings and facial expressions.They intended linguistic devices along with
onomatopoeia (e.g: writing”hahaha” to expose you are giggling) ,and keyboard symbols the
usage of siniley faces to make up for the absence of linguistic functions of real time
communication.However,internationally huge unfold is the announcing”l can’t even”.It may
seem incomplete or meaning much less,however,it refers to a situation where you are so
shocked when you have lost your ability to express your appreciation with whole
sentences.That is an exquisite instance to expose how language changes to adapt numerous
conditions.
5-Terms used by Linguists

While the Oxford English Dictionary lately admitted “OMG” and “FYI”,many
people have been probable surprised,althought just having grown to be a part of the DED
these phrase do in truth predate the net. As an example, the acronym OMG become first used
in 1917 and FYI in 1941 (Oxford English Dictionary,2011),but language used at the
internet,i.e,”net to communicate”,is going beyond this acronyms.lIts definition would be put
genuinely language of the internet and what is trending online in terms of linguistics.

It is tough to pinpoint a popular internet phrase’s origins, because of the countless
number of posts everywhere in the internet. As we speak greater frequently through digital
devices our language has adopted reflected in what David Crystal the writer of “Language and
Internet” and plenty of different books and articles on this subject matter he terms “net speak”

(David Crystal, 2007, p 19).Even though this term “net speak” has end up the primary one a
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ramification of different terms continue to be utilized by younger people in electronic
conversations. Some of those are “electronic discourse” (Davis, Brewer, 1997, p 2),
“Computer mediated communique” (Herring, 2002, p 1)...
6-The Impact of Cyber Language and Texting on The Student’s Academic Writing

6-1- Cyber Language

Network communication has two main characteristics which are saving of gestures
and the saving of time. This kind of communication contains various media used for it (SMS-
chat, instant messaging...) that needs certain adaptability to writing. Moreover the new
constraints of these communications need to write short and fast sentences.

All of these were the main causes for the appearance of a new type of writing: Cyber
language. The later presents very special characteristics explained in the article by
Bouilland,Chanquoy Gombert(2007),namely the absence of capital letters at the beginning of
the sentence, a very reduced punctuation despite its essentially expressive function, the use of
logograms, the absence of syntax and the recording of words according to phonological
criteria only.

Boyd, D and Ellision (2007) found that through the use of cyber language, there was
an arrival on the word in its visual entity even if it existed at the time of telegrams.From this
point we can ask the main question namely: can the fact of practicing with high entencity the
SMS language and of being strongly exposed to it generate new automatisms which influence
the conventional writing of the subject?

Moreover, the cyber language has spread rapidely through other means of
communication such as Television and Advertisements, and university professors have also
contributed to its spread through courses. Hence, we assume that this new language has been
widely used by an increasingly number of individuals.

For several years, the problem of cyber language and its influence on the English
language especially spelling, has been booming.Nowadays,social networks are booming
increasingly popular, especially among young people, and the social networks are credited
with the importance of the internet, it becomes a way to maintain a social life.

The use of social networks creat new opportunities for language learning and the
information become easy to find, and this information contribute in facilitating
communication between students themselves as well as between students and teachers. In
addition, new software designed for teaching, especially language teaching, appears regularly.
From our point of view, it is useful for the teacher at least to pay his attention for this new

technology. Not all new applications and programs necessarly contribute to teaching, but from
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time to time it is possible to find useful services, which facilitate the teacher’s work and can
bring new activities to the courses. (Bouillard, C., Chanquoy, L & Gombert, J.E. 2007)
Conclusion

In summary, the Litterature review uncovered how the English spelling was affected
by the use of social networks. The impact of social media on English language appeared on
the form which is changed totally by creating new styles of writing using different types of
abbreviations and acronym.The change of language drew the attention of writers and become
the focus of their researches, as it motivated them to mention in their books the new

formulation of the language under the influence of technology.



Chapter Two

Research Methodology



CHAPTER TWO: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Introduction
Research Design
Purpose of the study
Data Collection
Procedures of data collection
Population and Sampling
Population
Sampling
Case study
Reliability and Validity
Reliability
Validity
Interpretation of findings of the Questionnaire
Section One: Background Information
Section Two: Language Use on Social Networks
Analysis and Discussion of the Results
Limitations
Recommandations

Conclusion



19

Chapter two: Research Methodology

Introduction

The second chapter of the present research focuses on the practical side of the study
that aims to collect data, discuss and analyse the findings. This chapter is an attempt to inquire
about the language used on SNs among Master One students, and the changes that have taken
place on the language itself. In this chapter, the focus was on the design of the present
research work which included the methodology, population, as well as sampling, data
gathering tools, and data analysis procedures in addition to reliability and validity in which
the questionnaire design was discussed .The necessary data was gathered to help ansewering
the research questions.
1-Purpose of the study

The purpose of this research was to describe the impact and influence of social

Networks on English spelling,and how the linguistic performance of Master One students
occur in their use of social media.Among the essentials of technology,the effect of social
media on people has been an important issue because social networks take an important part
in their life,they use online CM in different situations,they try to allow themselves to be able
to reveal their language and their style of writing. This research main aimis to describe
why,how and when student’s use social network and also to determine their language and
social media.
2-Research Design

In this research,the researchers use a descriptive case study as a method because it is
openand give an in-depth understanding of what is being studied.The result of qualitative
research is an understanding of a complex issue and can extend experiences or add strength to
what already known.The focus of this study was to give an understanding of the impact of the
social networks on the English Spelling.In this research the researchers applied descriptive
method that involved questionnaire as instrument.First,the qualitative data are collected and
the result drogn from qualitative analysis supported by quantitative analysis with further
interpretation of the results,discussion and explanation analysis then took conclusions as the
results of the research.It is used to explore,identify,and describe the use of social networks by
Master One students and its influence on their English language.
3-Case study

The case study methodology fit the needs of this question,which was to describe the
influence of SNs on the use of language and English spelling of Master One students at

Khenchela University.Stake (1995) states that the”First obligation” (p.4) in case study
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research is to fully develop and understand the case at hand. Case studies are chosen because
the research requires the “close examination of people, topic, issues” (Hays, 2004, p.218), the
preceding items would constitute what is termed “bounded system”.Bounded system is the
term used to define the important point of the study (Stake 1995).

Yin (2003) argues that the system can be studied and applied with the three types of
case studies depending on the purpose.The descriptive case study was chosen for this study
for two main reasons:First,one of the goals of all case study research is to develop an
understanding of the bounded system.The main purpose of this research is to develop and
understanding about the relation between language and social networks.Second,descriptive
case studies answer questions based on theory,the description of language use in social media
and how it is changed and developed throughout the research process.
4-Data collection

The researcher use questionnaire as instrument.Aquestionnaire is a form that be
prepare and distribute to respond to certain questions.It is a systematic use of questions that
are given to a sampling of population from which information is desire.Questionnaire based
on written information directly by people in respond to questions.The function of the
questionnaire is to gather information from widely multiple sources.It is mostly use in case
where one can not readily see personally all of the people from whom sample desire
respond.It is also use where there are no particular reason to see them personality.The
researcher use questionnaire in order to get data deeply.

In this research,the researchers use Multiple Choices questionnaire,this type is often
used to gather demographic information or to find out about a range of issues .Multiple choice
questions can require a single answer or offer multiple answer sections.Use these to group
people based on what you already know.For instance,if there are one five color list those five
options.On the other hand,the respond of the questionnaire that we use is not free to respond
in their own words,with the multiple choice question form that we select the type of
questionnaire according to students need of the study.
5-Procedures of data collection

When the researchers collected data, they follow these steps:

e Prepare a list of questions as the instrument that answered by the sample in
questionnaire form.
e Then elaborated the questionnaire consisted of 10 questions in English to know the

thinking of the students.
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e Before answering the questionnaire, students should read the questions and think what
they want to choose.
e They distributed the questionnaire employ to find out the impact of social networks on
the English language which used by Master One of English Department students at
Abbes Laghrour University
e Finally, the researchers gave the questionnaire to Master One students respond each of
questions freely.
6-Population and Sampling
6-1-Population
A population is the entire group that you want to draw conclusion about (Bhandari,
2020). A population is an aggregation of persons who share a common set of creteria. The
population may be devided by the investigator to distinguish between target and accessible
populations.The target population refers to the general population that the investigator wishes
to study.The accessible population is that part of the target population that meets the
investigator’s criteria for inclusion in the research protocol. (Hoshowsky, 1989).Based on this
concept, the researchers selected the populationas the following:
6-1-1-General (Target) population
The population needed in this study, included all the Master 01 students at all the
Englisg Department all over the Algerian Universities.
6-1-2-Accessible population
The population involved, was Master 01 students of Language and Culture at the
English Department of Abbes Laghrour University whose number was reaching 176 students.
Because it is not practical to study the whole population due to its size, the
researchers decided to select a sample from the target population.
6-2-Sampling
A sample is a subset of the population which is to be used in the study
(Polit&Hungler, 1987).Asample is the specific group that you will collect data from.The size
of the sample is always less than the total size of the population (Bhandari, 2020).Moreover,
sampling is the process of selecting of a subset of a population in order to obtain information
regarding a phenomenon that will representative of the entire population (Woods &Catanzaro,
1988).
The researchers took the decision of selecting 60 Master One students as a sample of

the Scholar 2022/2023,as it was more practical,manageable,and efficient to collect data
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from.For the purpose of the research,the sample was selected based on random sample
sampling.
7-Validity and Reliability

Reliability and validity are ways of demonstrating and communicating seriousness of
research processes and the trust worthiness of research findings.If researcg is to be helpful, it
should avoid misleading those who use it.This trust worthiness depends on number of
research features: the initial research question, how data are collected including when and
from whom, how they are analyzed, and what conclusions are drawn (Robert & Priest, 2006).

7-1-Reliability

Reliability is probably the simpler to understand and demonstrate.Reliability

describes how far a particular test, procedure or tool, such as a questionnaire, will produce
similar results in different circumstances, assuming nothing else has changed (Robert &Priest,
2006).Examination of the data produced by the pilot questionnaire helped the researcher
clarify ambigious questions, reformulate some questions and add more to obtain the necessary
information.

7-2-Validity

Validity is a subtler concept.It is about the closeness of what we believe are
measuring to what we intended to measure (Robert &Priest, 2006).To validate the
questionnaire, it was given to Master One students at the English Department of Khenchela
University for their comments and recommendations, in terms of clarity and competence with
regard to the level of students.All the students ‘recommendations were taken into
consideration. Lastly, they reported that the questionnaire seemed valid.
8- Interpretation of Findings

Part one: Background Information
In response to question 01: For how many years you have being studied English?

16 students ( 27%) have being studied English for 04 years, a number of 25 students
(42%) studied English for 11 years, seven students (12%) said 07 years and also seven others
(12% ) said 10 years.Students who have being studied English for 08 years were two students
(3%) .Two students (3%) studied English for 06 years. Only one student (2%) have being
studied English for 05 years.
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Table01: When start studying English Language

Years Students Percent
04 years 16 27%
05 years 01 2%
06 years 02 3%
07 years 07 12%
08 years 02 3%
10 years 07 12%
11 years 25 42%
students
30
25
20
15
10
5 -J
0 — .
4 years 5years byears 7 years 8 years 10 years 11 years
m students

Figure 01: When start studying English Language
Part Two: Language Use on Social Networks
In response to question 02: When did you start using social networks?
A number of three students (5%) start using social networks a year ago, 20 students (33%)
used social networks more than two years ago, and 37 students (62%) start using social

networks more than five years ago.




Table02: When start using Social Media
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Year Students Percent
A year ago 03 05%
More than two years ago 20 33%
More than five years ago 37 62%
students
M a year ago

M more than two years ago

m more than five years ago

Figure02: When start using Social Media

In respond to question 03: How often do you use social networks in your daily life?

38 students (63%) use social networks always in their daily life, five students (8%) said

often, 14 students (23%) use social networks somtimes in their daily life. Only one student

(2%) chooses rarely, and two students (3%) answered by the choice never.
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Table03: Student’s discrepancies in Social Media usage

Discrepancies in social media Students Percent
Always 38 63%
Often 05 08%
Somtimes 14 23%
Rarely 01 02%
Never 02 03%
40 -
35 -
30 -
25 1
20 - m students
15 -
10
5 .
. l e 0
always often sometimes rarely never

Figure 03: Student’s discrepancies in Social Media usage
In response to question 04: When do you access social networks?
20 students (33%) access social networks during free time and the same number access
them at any spare moment .Six students (10%) said while at school work, only one (2%)
student access during social occasions, one student (2%) do not access social networks .10

students (17%) access social networks during all of these times.
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Social networks usage Students Percent
During free time 10 17%
While at school work 06 10%
during social occasions 01 02%
Meal time 20 03%
any spare moment 20 33%
None of them 01 02%
All of them 10 17%

students

B during free time
M meal times

all of them

2%

A

3% 2%

W while at school work

M any spare moment

17%

® none of them

m during social occasions

Figure 04:Social Networks usage

In response to question 05: Which social networking website do you use most often?

A number of 34 students (57%) use Facebook most often, 10 students (17%) use Instagram

website.We have seven students (12%) choose Youtube, and three students (5%) Twitter

website, and five students (8%) use all of them. Two students (3%) add other websites which

are: Snapchat, Telegram, WhatsApp, and Netflix.
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other

all of them

instagram

youtube

facebook

twitter

]|Illr

Social networking sites Students Percent
Facebook 34 57%
Instagram 10 17%

Youtube 07 12%

Twitter 03 05%

All of them 05 08%

Other 02 03%
students

o
wu
=
o

15

20 25

30

35

40

m students

Figure 05: The most used social networking sites

In response to question 06: What do you use social networking sites for?

21 students (35%) use social networking for communicating with friends, 14 students

(23%) use them to share information. A number of 16 students (27%) learn through these sites
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and six students (10%) use social networking sites to communicate with family.Only three

students (5%) use them for working.

students

N
o\ N\
\Zg

’ N\

0
communicating | communicating sharing learnin workin
with friends with family information g g
= students 21 6 14 16 3

Figure 06: Objective of using social networks
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In respond to question 07: When you are communicating on social networks, which

style do you usually use?
20 students (33%) choose the informal style, 14 students (23%) said that they use formal
style when they are communicating on social networks, while 26 students (43%) both of

styles.

students

30

N
e

20

15

10

e

0

formal informal both of them
m students 14 20 26

Figure 07: The common language style used for communication
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In respond to question 08: Which language or dialect do you prefer to use in social
networks conversations?

23 students (38%) prefer English and Algerian Arabic, 12 students (20%) prefer using
French and English language in social networks conversations. Seven students (12%) choose
Algerian Arabic, French, English to use; a number of six students (10%) said they use
Standard Arabic and English language. Algerian Arabic is used by three students (5%); six
students (10%) prefer the multiple uses of Algerian Arabic, French, English and Chawiya,
only four students (7%) use Standard Arabic, Algerian Arabic, French and English.

students
algerian arabic/french/english | S ‘ }
algerian arabic/french/englich/chawiya |5== | '
algerian arabic/french/englich/chawiya —'l——___. ‘
||
french/english [/___""---——----.__.__r
——
0 “"‘“———~—‘L
10
20
30
algerian standard algerian
french/engli sta.ndard .larabic/frenc arabl.dalgerarabicffrenc algen:em algenan
arabic/engli . ian . arabic  |arabic/frenc
sh h/englich/c . h/englich/c . .
sh hawiva arabic/frenc hawiva [english h/english
¥ h/english ¥
students 12 6 6 4 3 23 7

Figure 08: Languages and dialects used by students in SN conversations
In response to question 09: Which of the following language forms do you use in
online communication?
34 students (57%) use abbreviations form, although eight students (13%) choose acronyms
as form to use. The emotions form is used by four students (7%), however, 14 students (23%)

use all these forms in online communication.



students

40
30
20
10
0
abbreviations
acronyms
emotions
all of them
abbreviations acronyms emotions all of them
M students 34 8 4

Figure 09: Acronyms and abbreviations in online communication

In response to question 10: How is the relationship between language and social

networks?

A high number of 49 students (82%) said that language and social networks are much

related to each other, three students (5%) looks that there is no connection between them. But

there is a few students {eight students (13%)} said that there is relation as well as no relation.

Tablel0: The relevance of Language Barrier in social media

The relevance of Language

Students Percent
Barrier
Very related to each other 49 82%
There 1s no connection 03 05%

Both of them 08 13%




32

students

H very related to each other
B there is no connection

= both of them

Figure 10: The relevance of Language Barrier in social media

9-Analysis and Discussion of Results

The results indicate that students have being studied English for different years,some
of them consider only the fourth years of University,however others counted the Middle ,
High School as well as the university years;which means that they already have differencies
and similarities when it comes to linguistic performance on SNs. The users of SNs showed

almost similar reactions toward a few questions.

Moreover,SNs affects language use and changes the linguistic performance of
students according to the earlier use of SNs (more than five years ago),by bringing a modern
way of CM using emojis,abbreviations,acronyms,... etc.” An alphabet soup of acronyms,
abbreviations, and neologism has grown up around technologically mediated CM to help us
be understood” (Jon Reed, 2014).”Social network is considered as determining factor in
language change, contact, maintenance, and shift, etc.” (Labov 2001, de Bot & Stoessel,
2002)

SNs should be an important factor in determining language change, very few empirical data
have being able to show the effect of SNs quantitatively over long periods (de Bot & Stoessel,

2002). However, the impact of SN on language is not always negative. Results show that
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students take a positive view about the use of SN which helps them to improve their language
skills and correct grammar faults during social networking.

Students of Mater One are bilingual and some of them are multilingual. They speak
more than one language besides their mother language like French. In Algeria, various
dialects are used in every day conversations as Algerian Arabic. With the advent of the
internet,they are increasingly used in SN.It is Imperessive to see all of this diversity in one
community.However,a language barrier in SN may still be a challenge for students to express
themselves correctly.

Since the vast majority of students are millennium.they spend a long time on SN sites
at school, at work, during free time, or in any spare moment on daily basis. The results
maintain that the majority of students (33%) access social networks during free time and any
spare moment.Fcb and Instagram prove to be the most popular platforms in this dicade.This
research stetes that 57% of students use Fcb, and 17% use Instagram.The finding showed that
Master One students have different objectives in using SNs, most of them 35% use social
media to communicate with their friends for entertaitment and chating about their personal
lives.

Students tend to use malleable and informal writing and the formal one.They use
abbreviation words, slang and standard words in parallel in daily online conversations. Also,
students change their language style depending on the identity of the other person.They
communicate differently in real life,which is naturally reflected in their online
CM .Linguistically,students who write both formal and informal style in their pragmatic use of
language.
10-Limitations

No study is totally perfect.There is a several limitations associated with this research,
we will mention them as follows:

e Being limited by time.

e It would have been better for the research to be experimental in order to reach accrate
and covincing results, but circumstances did not allow that, and we did not have
enough time.

e The sample selection may limit the ability to generalize the findings to the overall
population.

e Some students pick answers without understanding the meaning of the question.
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e In data gathering tools, it would be better to use interviws with teachers, but the time
was not enough to conduct interview.
e Some students did not answer the questionnaire and some of them escaped some
questions.
e Students were working and preparing for their tests, and that was a challenge for us to
make them answering our questionnaire.
11-Recommendations
Thus, in the light of the results that the research reached, in addition to the results
obtained after the analysis, we believe it is not that easy to overcome these extraneous habits
in the language once and for all. Therefore, students must adopt appropriate strategies to
reduce the impact of SNs on language .This research is openely provided for those who have
the same interest at the conductors of this research.

This study about language economy and its influence on language in social
networks is still scarce and more information about its users is needed to better understand the
language of the sites.In future research of language will be more useful if researchers include
the larger sample in their studies,which may facilitate better decision making for language
used in online CM.It is also suggested that researchers should know the frame work to
members of the same community of practice .Moreover,we hope that the results we reached
will open opportunities for further research in this area of study. Describing the influence of
the use of social media on language may provide this area of study with clear results about the
evolution and change in the linguistic performance of students.

Conclusion

The analysis of results obtained from student’s questionnaire confirm the research
hypothesis stating that the use of SNs by students creates new formula of language which is
abbreviations and acronyms, so these changes occurred on language affect English spelling,
because the word loses its true form and function. The findings obtained from student’s
questionnaire show that SNs have an important role in improving their linguistic performance,
that’s what leads them to use new forms of language like: Abbreviations and acronyms when
they share information and learn. Student’s point of view confirms the relationship between
language and SNs. The results of this research revealed that SNs have strong effect on the
language .Thus; the students need to make a clear distance between the function of language

and the use of social media.
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General Conclusion

The fundamental goal of this research has been to describe how the language is changed under
the use of social networks depending on the questionnaire distributed to Master One students
in the Department of Lnguage and Culture at Khenchela University. The current study aims to
confirm this hypothesis: The use of social networks creates new formula of language which is
abbreviations and acronyms, so these changes occurred on language affect English spelling,
because the word lose their true form and function. The research was devided into three major
theoretical sections in a litterature review chapter which contained the three variables
Economy of Language, Digital Conversation, and English Spelling.

The first section was about how the language is changed, and the appearance of new
formula. The second section was about communicating through digital conversation. The third
section was about the effect of social media on English spelling. The three variables are
interrelated to develop the Language. The second chapter was the research methodology and
the analysis of the student’s questionnaire. The research conducted through the descriptive
method in order to describe the changes occurred on the Language through SNs. The tool
which was implemented to gather data is the questionnaire for students. The sample of this
study included 60 EFL learners of Master One students at Khenchela University during the
academic year 2022-2023.

Therefore, the study results showed that the language used by students in online
communication was affected and changed; formal and informal language styles are both used
among Master One students in the digital space.In this study, Fcb is one of the most popular
platforms in this decade.SNs stimulate students to develop a modern linguistic performance
including the use of emoji, abbreviations, and acronyms.

First of all, linguistic performance is differentiated among Master One students, some of
them their aim of using social media is to communicate and build social relationships, and
others seek to develop their level of learning through social networks.

Second, the explanation of the research results demonstrated how technology is invading
student’s academic life.SNs namely Fcb, significantly affect language use, whether within its
surface construction or its deep functions to convert the exact intended meaning.

Finally, the relationship between social media and English Spelling may be both positive
and negative .The new form of language creates opportunities for students to express their
ideas, emotions and going deep in their online communication in a short time.On the other

hand, the change of language produces a new pronounciation of words far from their real one.
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Appendix A: Students’ Questionnaire
Dear Master One students, we are preparing for our dissertation entitled: Phenomenon
of Language Economy in Digital Conversation and its Influence on English Spelling. We
hope that you can be helpful for us by answering these questions, thank you in before:
Part one: Background Information
1. For how many years you have being studied English?
Part two: Language use on social networks
2. When did you start using social networks?
a. A year ago
b. More than two years ago
c. More than five years ago

3. How often do you use social networks in your daily life?

a. Always

b. Often

c. Sometimes
d. Rarely

e. Never

4. When do you access social networks?

a. During free time

b. While at school work

c. During social occasions
d. Meal times

€. Any spare moment
f. None of them
g. All of them
5. Which social networking website do you use most often?
a. Twitter
b. Facebook
c. Youtube
d. Instagram
e. All of them
f. Other
6. What do you use social networking sites for?

a. Communicating with friends
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b. Communicating with family
c. Sharing information
d. Learning
e. Working
Other
7. When you are communicating on social networks, which style do you usually use?
a. Formal
b. Informal
c. Both of them
8. Which language or dialect do you prefer to use in social networks conversations?(you

can choose more than one option)

a. Standard arabic
b. Algerian arabic
c. French
d. English
e. Chawiya
f. Kabyle

Other

9. Which one of the following language forms do you use in online communication?
a. Abbreviations
b. Acronyms
c. Emotions
d. All of them
Other
10. How is the relationship between language and social networks?
a. Very related to each other
b. There is no connection

c. Both of them



Résumé

I est étonnant de voir comment la technologie est devenue un élément essentiel de la
vie d’aujourd’hui, surtout avec 1’utilisation croissante des réseaux sociaux au jour le jour, car
les étudiants ont développé leur propre fagon de communiquer en utilisant ces plateformes. Ce
processus a permis aux ¢étudiants de créer une nouvelle version en Anglais. Par conséquent,
communiquer le. Sens exact nécessite de nouvelles présentations linguistiques, méthodes et
options faites par les étudiants. Cette recherche vise a décrire les changements dans le langage
en raison de son utilisation dans le monde virtuel d’aujourd’hui. De plus, le réseau social
devrait étre un facteur important dans la détermination du changement de longue en
présentant un modele récent de langue. En d’autres termes, cette étude examine les
expressions du language (a la fois forme et fonction) résultant de 1’utilisation des médias
sociaux, et si oui ou non I’étudiant affecte réellement la langue qu’il utilise.

Cette recherche est basée sur la méthode des études de cas descriptives. L’échantillon
cible de cette étude est celui des étudiants en premiére année de maitrise (176 étudiants) du
Département de Langue et Culture Anglaise de I'université de Khenchela, ou un échantillon
de 60 étudiant a été sélectionné a 1’aide d’une technique aléatoire. Pour atteindre les objectifs
de recherche, un questionnaire a été adopté comme un outil. Les donné obtenues ont été
analysées et les résultats ont suite présentés en détail. Les résultats ont montré que les médias
sociaux ont déja introduit des méthodes de communication modernes qui affectant la langue et
introduisent méme un nouveau vocabulaire. Certaines recommandations ont €té proposées
afin d’adapter ces sites au service de la langue, en gardant a 1’esprit que les sites de médias
sociaux sont devenus trés influents sur l’utilisation de la langue Anglaise dans divers
domaines.

Mots clés : Réseaux sociaux, Communication, Langue.
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