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Abstract:

During the period extending from 1830 to 1870, the tribes of western Algeria were subjected
to a French military administrative system characterized by strictness and direct domination.
Through this system, the region was divided into military districts supervised by French officers
who enjoyed comprehensive powers that combined administrative, judicial, and security functions.
The French administration resorted to the method of indirect rule, by retaining some tribal
leaderships, such as the pashas and caids, and granted them limited powers in exchange for their
loyalty. However, it kept them under strict supervision. In return, It systematically dismantled the
established tribal structures. These policies were manifested in the imposition of forced taxes, the
confiscation of lands, and the creation of a new social dynamic based on Internal division and
Imposed loyalty. The French administration imposed exorbitant taxes on the tribes and exported
their fertile lands to French colonists, which led to the deterioration of the economic and social
conditions of the population

France established military centers to monitor population movements and respond to any
signs of rebellion. France also tried to influence education and religious culture by strengthening the
loyalist zawiyas and marginalizing the resistant zawiyas. In contrast, the western tribes formed
permanent centers of rejection and resistance, represented by recurring popular components. They
were a natural reaction to the oppressive policies and marginalization, which contributed to fueling
liberation awareness in the region.
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