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Abstract:

The discovery of energy resources in the Eastern Mediterranean region after
2010 has heightened existing tensions, particularly between Turkey and Greece,
by re-opening previously contentious issues. The competition between these two
nations is driven by a complex interplay of political, economic, and social
motivations. Key issues include sovereignty over the Aegean Islands, the Cyprus
guestion, and disputes over the exploitation of energy resources found in the
Eastern Mediterranean. These matters are intricate and challenging to resolve,
given the steadfast positions of both parties and their reluctance to make
concessions for the sake of reaching a settlement, especially following the
intervention of influential regional and global actors supporting the Greek
perspective.

This study aims to examine and analyze the Turkish-Greek rivalry in the
Eastern Mediterranean by investigating the various strategies formulated by both
countries that have been employed in the regional competition. It highlights the
dimensions of rivalry in the Eastern Mediterranean and situates it within a
broader geopolitical context.

Through an analysis of the motivations of both parties, the examination of
different strategies, the identification of their distinct objectives, and the
recognition of regional and global actors influencing the Turkish-Greek
competition in the Eastern Mediterranean, the study concludes that in the
absence of a comprehensive and lasting resolution to the contentious issues
between Turkey and Greece, the most likely scenario for the future of their
rivalry—utilizing scenario analysis aided by structural analysis technigues and
actor influence assessment—is the linear scenario.

Keywords: Eastern Mediterranean, regional competition, Turkey, Greece,
geopolitical perspective.
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* Bjorn Moller, op. cit.; see also: John D. Steinbruner, “Principles of Global Security” (MA:
Brookings Institute, 2000), p 133.
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'3 The forum was established by the EU, which initiated discussions in 2017, assisted in its launch and
has backed it financially and politically. Crisis Group interviews, EU officials, Brussels, July 2022.
For more on the forum, see “ The East Mediterranean Gas Forum: Regional Cooperation Amid
Conflict Interests” , Natural Resource Governance Institute, 1 March 2021.
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/east-mediterranean-mena-turkiye
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