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Abstract:

Epistemic competence is a significant concept in cognitive
linguistics. It refers to the shared mental representation among
learners that is constructed through a deeper and clearer
understanding of language and meanings during the educational
process. Epistemic competence can be acquired through interaction
with the learner's educational environment, which provides learning
through experience, reading, listening, and developing critical thinking

skills to build the learner's knowledge and linguistic wealth.

Our study, titled 'Building Epistemic Competence Among
Middle School Students Through the Analysis of Fourth—Grade

Arabic Language Texts," aimed to utilize the insights of cognitive

linguistics in analyzing the texts presented to learners to demonstrate
how they construct their own epistemic dimension through the
content of these texts and the accompanying questions. This was
done using the descriptive method and the content analysis

mechanism based on description, analysis, and inference.

The research was divided into:

. An introduction: This provided an overview of the study and
its objectives.
. Two chapters:
- Chapter 1: "Cognitive Linguistics and Its Key

Concepts": This chapter discussed the main concepts of




o cognitive linguistics, such as embodiment, metaphor, and

conceptualization.

Chapter 2: "The Role of Texts in Developing Learners'

Epistemic Structures": This chapter explored how texts
can be used to help learners develop their epistemic
structures.

. A conclusion: This summarized the main findings of the study

and provided implications for future research.

Keywords: Cognitive linguistics, Mental space, Epistemic

dimension, Lexical representations, Learner
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