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Abstract

This study sought to address the principle of merit (competence) in recruitment as a
fundamental mechanism for improving public service delivery. This is justified by the
paramount importance accorded to this principle within the civil service system, as it
constitutes one of the cornerstone principles governing recruitment in public administration.
The application of the merit principle requires that competence, merit, and qualification be
adopted as the sole criteria for access to public employment, excluding any influence of
political affiliation, social pressures, or various forms of favoritism. This is achieved through
subjecting candidates to objective competitive selection procedures organized by competent
bodies and authorities responsible for recruitment affairs, thereby ensuring the selection of the
most qualified personnel capable of enhancing the performance of public service institutions
and improving the quality of public service delivery.
Keywords: principle of merit, civil service, service improvement, public official.



