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Abstract

The studyaddresses the impact of socio-cultural residues on the formation of
urbanidentitythrough a fieldstudyconducted in the Hassnaouineighborhood in the city of
Khenchela. The aim is to understand the nature of the relationship between the cultural
and social heritage of the residents and their perception of urban belonging. This study
seeks to analyze the extent to which socio-cultural residues influence the process of
constructing a shared urban identity among the neighborhood’s residents. The study is
based on the main hypothesis that socio-cultural residues hinder the formation of a shared
urban identity, due to the diverse backgrounds and cultural affiliations of residents coming
from different environments. A set of data collection tools was used, including observation
and a questionnaire. The study relied on description and analysis as two tools to build a
comparative methodology aimed at monitoring social and cultural phenomena as they
appear in the field. This approach made it possible to present an accurate and realistic
picture of the impact of socio-cultural residues (values, customs, and inherited traditions)
on shaping the features of urban identity within the Hassnaoui neighborhood in Khenchela.
A purposive sample of 88 households from the neighborhood was used. Field data were
analyzed using SPSS software, and the final results revealed a clear impact of socio-cultural
residues in hindering the formation of a unified urban identity within the neighborhood. It
was found that many representations and daily practices remain subject to traditional
values and customs tied to the historical background of the residents. The results were
discussed within the framework of the cultural specificity of Algerian society and the
classificatory characteristics of the study sample, with emphasis on the importance of
supporting urban integration programs to enhance collective belonging in emerging urban
neighborhoods.

Keywords: residues, cultural residues, identity, urban identity, urbanization.
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