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Abstract

Short-termcustodialpunishment has witnessedremarkable expansion
sinceitsemergence at the end of the eighteenth century, as itrepresented an
alternative to harsh corporal punishments and contributed to establishing a more
humane  penalapproach.  However, the extensive application of
thispunishmentrevealed the limits of itseffectiveness, particularlyregarding the
rehabilitation and social reintegration of offenders, due to itsnegative social,
psychological, and professionaleffects.

With the development of modern criminalpolicy,
contemporarylegislations have adopted more suitable alternative sanctions that
takeintoaccount the nature of the offense and the personality of the offender,
with the aim of reducing the negativeeffects of short-termimprisonment and
achievingrehabilitation and reintegration objectives. The Algerian legislator has
followedthis trend by introducingseveral alternative sanctions that promote the
social reintegration of convictedpersons.

Keywords: short-termimprisonment, social reintegration, modern
criminalpolicy, alternative sanctions, rehabilitation and reform.
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