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Abstract:

This thesis explores “the impact of European theatrical movements on the
development of Arab theatre” from its early encounters with Western culture in the
nineteenth century to the contemporary period. The study begins by analyzing the
historical conditions that paved the way for the introduction of European theatrical
concepts into the Arab world, such as the translation movement, scientific missions,
and the interaction of intellectual elites with Western thought. It focuses on the major
European theatrical movements—Classicism, Romanticism, Realism, Epic theatre, and
Political theatre—and presents how these movements were reflected within Arab
theatrical experiences.

The research also examines the manifestations of this influence in the works of
the pioneers of Arab theatre and compares the different forms of Arab reception of
these movements, highlighting attempts to reconcile them with Arab cultural
specificity. It concludes that Arab theatre was not merely a passive recipient, but rather
reinterpreted these movements through a local perspective, thereby contributing to the
formation of an Arab theatrical identity that combines both external influences and
authentic creativity.
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