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3« This function of language is the one that predominates in texts about language, such as
dictionary entries, grammatical explanations and linguistic studies. It is also present in
explanations given to an interlocutor who does not know a word used or who is trying to find
a common language to understand each other.

In general, the metalinguistic function It appears in all situations in which attention must be
paid to the communicative code. For this reason, it is also used when someone is asked to
explain the meaning or sense of a word ».

Language functions: what they are, characteristics and elements, VIRTUAL WORKERS

STAFF 01/07/2024, ELEARNING. https://virtualworkersofamerica.com/language-functions-
what-they-are-characteristics-and-elements. Accessed 04/01/2026 at 21: 19.
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11 structure(n.)

mid-15c.; the sense might be "building materials” or "action or process of building or
construction,” either way it is obsolete. From 1610s as “"that which is built, an edifice,"
especially if large or imposing.

It is from Latin structura "a fitting together, adjustment; a building, mode of building;"
figuratively, "arrangement, order,” from structus, past participle of struere "to pile, place
together, heap up; build, assemble, arrange, make by joining together," related
to strues "heap" (from PIE *streu-, extended form of root *stere- "to spread™).

It is attested from 1610s as "arrangement of parts,” also "the frame or character of an
organization.” By late 17c. it was used in the broadest sense of "anything put together;" it is
attested from 1746 in reference to literary works, by 1961 in linguistics.
https://www.etymonline.com/word/structure?utm. 24 January 2026,15:05.
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20 'étude du langage comporte donc deux parties: I'une, essentielle, a pour objet la langue,
qui est sociale dans son essence et indépendante de l'individu cette étude est uni-quement
psychique; l'autre, secondaire, a pour objet la par-tie individuelle du langage, c'est-a-dire la
parole y compris la phonation: elle est psycho-physique. Ferdinand de saussure, Cours de
Linguistique générele, Edition critique, éd. Tullio de Mauro (Paris: Payot,1997) p 37.
21 le langage est multiforme et hétéroclite; a cheval sur plusieurs domaines, a la fois physique,
physiologique et psychique, il appartient encore au domaine individuel et au domaine social;
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il ne se laisse classer dans aucune catégorie des faits humains, parce qu'on ne sait comment
dégager son unité. Ibid , P25.
"l mllaiae Gl 3] st i i Lusge 431" alhias e "Olad” lbias sleiel J) @lo 7Ll ol die Jiay ™
oladll wle) 2oyald JolaeS Llinly " g 28T laeS Ll f puseiug s g ool ie 359 WS gladll agiin (e Lasls Juy ¥
529 4>y Gan e Jud olad Laal ol lls 2xlll pgiie J) stda LS Pllasoal” 2080 JilaeS 631 Ll T puiiug LS (pall
:38.36:00 ¢ 31l a2 pe (Oladll agle § ilulyag Sigomy cmlo Ll el e Glasg Ll ele dicend (3 g4asll
22 Mais qu'est-ce que la langue Pour nous elle ne se confond pas avec le langage; elle n'en est
qu'une partie déterminée, essentielle, il est vrai. C'est a la fois un produit social de la faculté

du langage et un ensemble de conventions nécessaires, adoptées par le corps social pour
permettre I'exercice de cette faculté chez les individus. Ibid .P25.
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25 En séparant la langue de la parole, on sépare du méme coup: 1° ce qui est social de ce qui
est individuel; 2° ce qui est essentiel de ce qui est accessoire et plus ou moins (65)
accidentel.*

La langue n'est pas une fonction du sujet parlant, elle est le produit que I'individu enregistre
passivement; elle ne suppose jamais de prémeditation, et la réflexion n'y inter-vient que pour
I'activité de classement dont il sera question.

La parole est au contraire un acte individuel de volonté et d'intelligence, dans lequel il
convient de distinguer:

les combinaisons par lesquelles le sujet parlant utilise le code*de la langue en vue d'exprimer
sa pensée personnelle; 2° le mécanisme psycho-physique qui lui permet d'extérioriser ces
combinaisons. Ferdinand de saussure, Cours de Linguistique générele , P.30.31
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77 Le signe linguistique unit non une chose et un nom, mais un concept et une image
acoustique. Cette derniére n'est pas le son matériel, chose purement physique, mais
I'empreinte psychique* de ce son. Ferdinand de saussure, Cours de Linguistique générele , P .
98
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28 Le lien unisssant le signifiant au signifié est arbitraire...nous pouvons dire plus simplement:
le signe linguistique est arbitraire. Ibid , p 100.
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% Cette derniére n'est pas le son mateériel, chose purement physique, mais I'empreinte
psychique de ce son, la représentation que nous en donne le témoignage de nos sens; elle est
sen-sorielle, et s'il nous arrive de I'appeler matérielle», c'est seulement dans ce se. et par
opposition a l'autre terme de I'association, le concept, genéralement plus abstrait. 1bid 98.
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« The way is now cleared for a serviceable definition of language. Language is a purely
human and non-instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions, and desires by means
of a system of voluntarily produced symbols. These symbols are, in the first instance, auditory
and they are produced by the so-called “organs of speech.” There is no discernible instinctive
basis in human speech as such, however much instinctive expressions and the natural
environment may serve as a stimulus for the development of certain elements of speech,
however much instinctive tendencies, motor and other, may give a predetermined range or
mold to linguistic expression. Such human or animal communication, if “communication” it
may be called, as is brought about by involuntary, instinctive cries is not, in our sense,
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%1 A linguistic form which bears no partial phonetic-semantic resemblance to any other form,
is a simple form or morpheme. Thus, bird, play, dance, cran-, -y, -ing are morphemes.
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paralleled by the mean-ings. Leonard Bloomfield, Language, p. 161. Available at:
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"1 "For Chomsky, "grammaticalness is ... a matter of degree." When sentences are directly
generated by the system of grammatical rules, they are called "perfectly” or "strictly well-
formed" grammatical sentences. When sentences are "derivatively generated" by "relaxing"
some grammatical rules (such as "subcategorization rules” or "selectional rules"), they deviate
from strictly well-formedness. Chomsky calls these grammatically "deviant”. The degree and
manner of their deviation can be evaluated by comparing their structural description with that
of the strictly well-formed sentences. In this way, a theory of “"degree of grammaticalness"”
can eventually be developed". NOAM CHOMSKY, Aspects of the Theory of Syntax, 1965,
Available at: https://www.historyofcreativity.com/wid258/aspects-of-the-theory-of-syntax
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2 According to Chomsky, an "acceptable" sentence is one that is "perfectly natural" and
"immediately comprehensible™ and "in no way bizarre or outlandish”. The notion of
acceptability depends on various "dimensions™ such as "rapidity, correctness, and uniformity
of recall and recognition, normalcy of intonation”. Chomsky adds that "acceptability is a
concept that belongs to the study of performance, whereas grammaticalness belongs to the
study of competence.” So, there can be sentences that are grammatical but nevertheless
unacceptable because of "memory limitations™ or intonational and stylistic factors." Ibid.
Wl Al olebeo U] pazes clapdy oabolill Zoyall qulady ollasd) Jolxd 8 clalys pglailly lbasdl (lall wesl ady 7
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Agentive(A) ddslall lxtl 2

Alae § seedked L) Hlal &0 ¥l ou oo (Agentive) (2deladl) "dall” dl> uag
A8y e izl Jaall § audod| caudll siic 529 <1968 i 5,45 ¢! "The Case for Case”
B13 Bl oy 08 - dasll of - il lae @ ndo « (animate) o~ oK Bole g daill o ygaled (o8l
e Joladdl danyle By ¥ el gl 3 4l Lrisge fbucwsll clowdy oliges,JE >
% (animate). 4> LK @a cplelal) e ol ool A8l Laxs) el
Lo ALY (o cyually Dl o sgeaded i g A9

Jasll ald s Jelall/ daill 92 "0go" €= !zt (3> €—=/0hn opened the door
il
Hl Jelall 52 "Oga" €= (9> dawlys 78 ll|l€—— The door was opened by John
Jaally al5

cadle > oo Al Law e 5,895 Y] dud bjiin ¥ dad) o ol cpe agaadl Gy
ol sleal Al pe lignSIl 065G uBy (> e ol A 13 098G (0 (Say dasdl 18 ¢ ygaled 4|

Al (648 3T ‘;.Sbsji ]

(Material) 35S (5,51 ¥l J) daill Al s J) oeslaadl (s dae aaé lda e cLog
0 (stimulus) sillg « (causative) —iludly ¢

el Jlse
By ddl bgaw § cuiud &I (Causative) ciwd I/daidl 2 "7 L)l g Byzddl 7Ly cdad
Bydlia

Bydilie yuSdl cdusi &I (Material) ssW1/dall 2 "5 %)l g 818LN 5 ymmedl &y puS

8 Charles J. Fillmore , The Case for Case,p:46, https://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~syntax-
circle/syntax-group/spr08/fillmore.pdf
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R dall ggs Jelall/dad! EIPES |
Byilie Jaslly o8 gl dasll/delall s 052" (Agent)di> oil3 02" oldl zié 05>
Logdu 3 carad &I el l/dasll 2 "z LI ciska "Ll Byl 7 Lyl cdadud
8yl 8z i) (Causative)
Byiilia STl cdust G solll/dadl 2 "5 =adl” (Material) 350 "8yl 838U 5yl &y
A sead 56T gl pall/dasl) sa "o leiad” (Stimulus) pie "olezed!” RIES PPy

Objective (0) duc g9l Alxtl .3
e Gollazs 29 Mol g s” 3 4wl oYLl s 5o (Objective) "p g gl |" AL
cdaall Lamy A L ol ozl § ehyling cpaols die puatll oSl oo (ol Jadidy <"y Jgnall”
SLall Ll of daally 3 A el L iadd Bole duds Jaall (dae s 8395 sl Sy
(Shroyer) " 92" Lo tud > Loz (A1 Gilall s Lan sy bl (aay L8 085 'L )
4 =g (Responsive) cusi s «(Reactive) J—aiiag (Affective) 3l ie:c¥l> s )

92 (Contaractive) 18laieg «(Resultative)

s Jle
Sla goumge clllll g Ll lazadl oL
Jadie foinge 8I8L] g 5 8LUIBymadl iy S

91 Charles . Fillmore , The Case for Case, 1968 , p : 46.
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(2) ¥l goms Slellayme dd>
3309 L1 ngl ezl

Instrumental (1) 31a¥1 U= .1
91 Boall ) adidy Aulylly yeeded Ltolis (&1 e =l (e (Instrumental) "3 131" L Jas
Jle Plaall Lee pay G ULl Gazs of Jaall g989 3 g Sy Dylda gl (2l A2 jumiall
ogealod] Aol gy Ay o L1 LS el
LS Jad 3idzes e delie 3 b pumie (B9 59yl S Ledawlsy G1B1Y Jiay ogalell
LS & daall e calins g LI¥s Jaslly La,s 51531 2Lt diles
Al G xs a2 gl alsle pe -
8l of imd cllzas Y -
&> gl cud! o Gguladl Gladl JULL a8 cJadll ud=s § bl Luw JSCAT IS a0 LSS
LS Jasd
(Action / Process asly>] Yladl 05 81oY1 ae Joniud &1 Jad¥l o ] ssalsd HLaT 139
S it alad ooy (aiS 1o clo B1oT Alawolyy 3eaill AL (Aulee of u> e 215 Verbs)
Sloladll § Sy oy code (blu idie 31oT Gan Lol @ Jems @I JLd¥l (aay Cliag
B e EJT J1 81591 ez (Lambert) ok Cwss ((Lexicalized verbs) dazall JlasdL,
Y Joadl 33191 Dl g Sasy M guinally (35ally cbsllly

oY WUl Ty (Instrument)ss¥! Ll S 2% Jasdl EIPES]
eSO Jad L il ABle e 2ol Al CER S CENONY PSS WIS [
& b ol Wbl e Tpola A s alas ey Sl il pla
aedll Sgus
At AlasS Jand 2lBle pe 2pole Blaf NE cas PNERET WUk PN -1 JEty
AL Jad alesy
aall Jad L a3 aldle e Asle 3l rliie ok 7 ey Syl 728

93 Charles J. Fillmore , The Case for Case, 1968 , p : 46.
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Dative (D) y&ldl a8 4 Joasll > 2
Crosd geedid Lae Sl a1 AV ol e (Dative) " )i ld ) ad 4y Jgadll Als" Jas
Lae m @ Al of Jaally SUl) ) (5801 jass o) Al il duming ¥l g &yl
25 Jaadl
Lia 8,La¥1 iy 8ydilee pe 2as)kay Jasll 1 (Al 0! oLSI 52 ,aldl a4y Joasll o
g cudy A Wl 2 Wl sl o]
A8 LS k=¥l el 8 (To, For..) 9 cdppadl 261 9 (. d) ) Jis szd) By laiple Boles
Le9s 35
Wl sda Joo sgaled Lodd (1 aliadl e
(1yJohn believed that he would win.
(2) We persuaded John that he would win.
(3) lt was apparent to John that he would win.
bles pd 4y Ygnae oy AayLad) ALY par 3 092" 8
Factitive (F) d=ddl > .3
s 13lie gassll 3,0 a8 LSs (Objective) ssusslly (Factitive) "dmdill” > Lag,s
Jaall e mldl e id! ol (IS (s (S0 Wl dm il Ay S gunilly (Al Liayl 55 08 Madin
34515 Jaall e (pe 1232l G ol cJaall Lee pay &1 L) o
r W) Jguzed! 3 aze il Al i 95 Sas

CAESIF PPPS Factitive d=didl Ul Aozl
dl ol daall o (ol e Jaald 3, 2L dsmiull Jiay 5" Y Fio bdl o
Aol a8 poinsll lia ¢ g i
dl sl daall o 61 "ael” daall 5, 4L 2 il iy "dimg” Ly Ay ¢ Ll def
Adeall 4= S pounoll a6 sdd
dl sl Jasdl o gl pina" Jaald 8, L1 dmddl ey "agll" gl sl Ll pige

% Charles J. Fillmore , The Case for Case, 1968 , p : 46.
% |bid, p :46.
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alal" GIL Gl L) e oL AL alal ol sl dlasll
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OSL e Jus Lo IS (61 (A58 Cagylally e Laall coms zyuy Lo IS5 Jausys s (108 clmy
.Q\S—U 299 L_A,.“Z’..B M}(‘ﬁ

97 Charles J. Fillmore , The Case for Case, 1968 , p : 46.
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Function 44 ¢Jl .1

of cloladll § caldl (e @l clxllaall 5,0 e (Function) "aadsgll” allsims Jay
alogll oles ¥l dule gy gl (oleadl Tl el G LSS Al e 055G

ssbaie ol Ldye wad (s Lagad cnis Ll alazal oo 1ydlg as =l s Laea [)lasg
P92 IS @ U LAE Lo tegglh S (e Aaglsgll icalsg " tlydy "upall Glad” dezmas § (Ibn Manzur)
lagls g3 dalsgg dunds e eoddl calogg alsilly Casllsgll Laazg el of cale of alabs of 335 (se
IS cinlsslls g el QLS oo bl Lado agy S (gl e Laudsgs 4 cualyg adg o] Lyl
S0 13) Lalsg dalay LS (M8 absg ... Sludl bada ) jesyd) 358 Lo a1 63
dagar ollly paid il Lagae L duadng colas Ble sglate ol e Aa) "Aanlsgll” allaial
Lo Jas of

g 40055 gl ol e 3lhay "Hadsy’ zllains f (Jean Dubois)"lss g5 592" G
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A1 el Badey o el <laadl Vi g5 Alenl] plal Gl 3 Lealaa sylzels Lo e
196 (@laetll) cMSLI casllyg crsg Aozl Asolaad| Mt (sl oy cadld) e iwdl 2yl gy
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107 2l oIy A 1) 2 ytlly § 148 L A yatll cole A1 e iy cpulall Aelace
3 soliall sin dealue 4,28y Aazl yuolic oo yaie JS dagy @il ol (@ Aagdagll &1 o
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