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Abstract:

This study addressed the topic of the French administration and Algerian scholars (1872—
1932), specifically during the period of French civil rule in Algeria. It aimed to shed light on
the fact that the transition of governance in Algeria from military to civil rule was not merely
a change in the method of administration, but rather a fundamental transformation intended
to entrench French colonial presence through the enactment of laws that encompassed
various sectors, most notably the administrative, judicial, and economic fields. These
policies constituted the framework through which the French administration operated to
reshape Algerian societal structures in line with its objectives.

The study demonstrated that, within this transformation, the French administration placed
particular focus on the educational sphere, seeking to weaken traditional Islamic education
and undermine its foundations, as it was the pillar that helped Algerians cling to their religion
and culture. In contrast, Algerian scholars—especially those who had returned from Islamic
universities such as Al-Azhar—became aware of the dangers of colonial policies and rushed
to confront them by disseminating reformist ideas, providing guidance, and adopting firm
stances rejecting colonial decrees.

This activity had a noticeable impact on the stance of the French administration, which
responded to the scholars' movements with organized repression campaigns, including
restricting their activities, monitoring them, and closing religious and educational institutions
in an attempt to isolate them from their society and reduce their influence.
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