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Study Abstract

Developing countries that gained independence in the early 1960s, such as Algeria—
which previously had a socialist system—attempted by the turn of the current
millennium to adopt a wave of economic reforms and shift toward a market economy
as part of broader efforts to restructure their economic systems. Significant emphasis
was placed on fostering the creation of private enterprises by young people, viewing
this as a crucial pathway within developmental dynamics. Accordingly, most societies
that experienced a socialist system underwent transformations in their political,
economic, and social structures. In recent years, these systems—which had
previously relied on central planning—witnessed extensive industrial restructuring and
dissolution. Public enterprises were privatized, a process Algeria underwent in the
late 1980s. Prices and trade were liberalized, and the legal and institutional

frameworks were adapted to a market economy.

During this transitional phase, the entrepreneur was placed at the center of the policy
shift toward a market economy. The entrepreneur’s role became essential in fulfilling
several socio—economic functions, such as job creation, fostering innovation,
enhancing competitiveness, and reducing social inequalities—all of which are
indispensable for the proper functioning of a market economy. This entire economic

dynamic gave rise to what is known, in its modern sense, as entrepreneurship.

In light of these changes, this study seeks to address the following topic: The Role of
Entrepreneurial Culture in the Creation of Start-ups in Algeria: A Field Study of a
Sample of Students from Eastern Universities (Oum El Bouaghi, Khenchela,

Tebessa).
This leads us to the following main research question:

What is the nature of the relationship between the dimensions of entrepreneurial
culture among student project holders and the creation of start-ups in the eastern

region of Algeria (Tebessa, Oum El Bouaghi, Khenchela)?

From this main question, which defines the research problem, a set of sub—questions

emerge:

What is the nature of the relationship between the university education of student
project holders and the creation of start-ups in the eastern region of Algeria

(Tebessa, Oum EI Bouaghi, Khenchela)?
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What is the nature of the relationship between the social and family environment of
student project holders and the creation of start-ups in the eastern region of Algeria
(Tebessa, Oum EI Bouaghi, Khenchela)’?

What is the nature of the relationship between the reduction of bureaucratic
obstacles, the digitization of administration and economic markets for student project
holders, and the creation of start-ups in the eastern region of Algeria (Tebessa,
Oum EI Bouaghi, Khenchela)’?

Based on the above, the study adopts the following hypotheses:
Main Hypothesis

- There is a relationship between the dimensions of the entrepreneurial culture
of a student carrying an entrepreneurial project and the creation of startup

companies in the Eastern Algerian region (Tebessa, Oum EIl Bouaghi, Khenchela).
Sub-Hypotheses

- There is a relationship between the university education of a student carrying
an entrepreneurial project and the creation of startup companies in the Eastern
Algerian region (Tebessa, Oum EI Bouaghi, Khenchela).

- There is a relationship between the university education, social environment,
and family background of a student carrying an entrepreneurial project and the
creation of startup companies in the Eastern Algerian region (Tebessa, Oum ElI
Bouaghi, Khenchela).

- There is a relationship between the reduction of bureaucratic obstacles and
the digitization of administration and economic markets for a student carrying an
entrepreneurial project and the creation of startup companies in the Eastern Algerian
region (Tebessa, Oum EI Bouaghi, Khenchela).

The study was methodically structured into several chapters, some pertaining to the
theoretical framework and others to the fieldwork aspect, which involved collecting,
processing, analyzing, and interpreting field data, ultimately leading to the expected
results. Initially, the research problem, which forms the foundation of any scientific
inquiry, was addressed, along with the significance and reasons for selecting the
topic and its objectives. The chapters of the study were then organized under two
main parts. The first part encompassed the theoretical study, consisting of four
chapters as follows:

Chapter One:

Titled The Research Problem, Concepts, and Previous Studies Related to the Status

of University Education Outputs in Light of Entrepreneurial Culture, this chapter

e o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e
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focused on defining the research problem, the study's significance, objectives, key
concepts, previous studies, and the formulation of hypotheses.

Chapter Two:

The Theoretical Foundations of Entrepreneurial Culture addressed the conceptual
approach, the origins and emergence of entrepreneurial action, touched upon the
intellectual and economic trends of entrepreneurial culture, its general dimensions,
models of entrepreneurial culture, and explained the global role of entrepreneurial
culture.

Chapter Three:

The Reality of Start-ups in Algeria and Their Economic Contributions discussed
start—ups in terms of their nature and definitions, covering the essence of start-ups,
their historical evolution, their role in enhancing production efficiency and maximizing
economic surplus, and their role in the procedures and paradigms for encouraging
and supporting entrepreneurship.

Chapter Four:

The second part contained the Fieldwork Treatment of the Study Topic. This chapter
was dedicated to clarifying all related aspects, including the research techniques and
methodological procedures by presenting the nature of the methodology applied in
the study, in addition to the study's limitations and scope, namely the spatial,
temporal, and human domains (the sample). It also covered the technical tools for
gathering information and data, as well as the various statistical methods employed
in the study.

Chapter Five:

Contained the processing and quantitative analysis of the field survey data.
Research Scope:

For this research, the spatial frameworks varied to include Abbas Laghrour
University — Khenchela, represented by a group of faculties and departments, as
well as labor market institutions located in the state of Khenchela, along with
Tebessa University and Oum EI Bouaghi University. Accordingly, the spatial scope of
the study can be divided into two areas:

Primary Spatial Domain: Represented by Abbas Laghrour University — Khenchela,
which appeared in the sample and welcomed the conduct of the study.

Secondary Spatial Domain: Represented by Larbi Tebessi University — Tebessa,
which appeared in the sample and welcomed the conduct of the study.

Tertiary Spatial Domain: Represented by Larbi Ben M'hidi University — Oum EI
Bouaghi, which appeared in the sample and welcomed the conduct of the study.

Human Domain:
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Given the nature of the topic, which focuses on university students, the primary
research population or main human domain of the study consists of third—year
undergraduate (Licence), second-year master's (Master) students, and PhD students
at Abbas Laghrour University — Khenchela, students at the same levels at Sheikh
Larbi Tebessi University — Tebessa, and students at the same levels at Larbi Ben
M'hidi University — Oum EI Bouaghi.

Research Sample:

A comprehensive survey was used to reach the study sample as follows:

Survey One: Third—year undergraduate (Licence), second-year master's (Master)
students, and PhD students at Abbas Laghrour University — Khenchela (those
carrying entrepreneurship projects.

Survey Two: Third-year undergraduate (Licence), second-year master's (Master)
students, and PhD students at Larbi Tebessi University — Tebessa (those carrying
entrepreneurship  projects.(Survey Three: Third-year undergraduate (Licence),
second-year master's (Master) students, and PhD students at Larbi Ben M'hidi
University — Oum EI Bouaghi (those carrying entrepreneurship projects)

Research Methodology:

The descriptive method was chosen for application, as it is the appropriate tool for
describing the influence of an independent variable (entrepreneurial culture) on a
dependent variable (the establishment of start-ups)

Research Tools:

Observation was used as one of the most important methodological tools in scientific
research and a primary source for obtaining necessary data on the topic.
Accordingly, a questionnaire consisting of 30 items distributed across two main axes
was developed for the three surveys at the three universities, targeting second-year
master's, third—year undergraduate students, and PhD students at the three
universities (Oum El Bouaghi, Khenchela, Tebessa). Additionally, a semi-
structured interview was conducted with a category of managers from incubators,
accelerators, and the National Agency for Valorization of Research and
Technological Development, consisting of 16 questions.

The findings reached through the study, the most important of which are:

Based on the functional-structural approach and through the field study conducted
for this thesis, we empirically observed the relationship between the functional—
structural approach and the entrepreneurial culture among university students in
Algeria. This relationship is considered complementary, as the functional-structural
approach provides an analytical framework for understanding how university

institutions and social structures contribute to shaping and developing an
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entrepreneurial culture among students. Studies indicate that Algerian universities
play a pivotal role by offering educational courses, support programs, and business
incubators to foster an entrepreneurial spirit. However, structural and administrative
obstacles hinder the effectiveness of these efforts. This conclusion is based on
recent field studies from Algerian universities (Khénchla, Oum EI Bouaghi,
Tébessa) to provide a comprehensive analysis.

The high level of appreciation expressed by respondents for their family and social
environments indicates the efficacy of these structures in performing their essential
functions, which positively reflects on the stability of the overall social system. These
results confirm that supporting individuals in their professional and educational paths
does not rely solely on official policies or educational institutions, but depends
significantly on the effectiveness of primary social structures and their performance
of functions.

In light of this, the need arises to:

Enhance the functional performance of the family by adopting supportive guidance
programs aimed at enabling it to continue performing its roles efficiently, particularly
within the context of rapid social and economic transformations.

Activate mechanisms of non-familial social support, such as associations and
community initiatives, to promote structural integration and consolidate social
solidarity.

Integrate the familial and social dimension into development policies, considering it a
fundamental component of any comprehensive strategy aimed at achieving stability

and community development.
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e [llustrative model of study variables

Cultural and developmental University Education

Economic effects and The family and social
challenges environment
Social challenges and their Reduction of
effects bureaucratic obstacles

e Summary of the Field Study Plan for the Thesis
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Study Summary

At the beginning of the millennium, Algeria and similar countries attempted
to transition from a socialist to a market economy through privatization,
liberalization, and the development of legal frameworks. This led to the
emergence of entrepreneurs as key players in job creation and innovation. This
study aimed to measure the impact of entrepreneurial culture among university
students in eastern Algeria (Tebessa, Oum EI Bouaghi, and Khenchela) on the
establishment of startups. Sub—questions addressed the influence of university
education, the social/family environment, and the reduction of bureaucracy and
digitization of administration. A descriptive methodology was employed, utilizing
a questionnaire and interviews with managers of incubators and the National
Agency. The results demonstrated a complementary relationship between social
structures, university institutions, and the formation of entrepreneurial culture
among students. Family and social support was found to enhance students'
ability to establish projects. The primary recommendation is to strengthen family
and social guidance programs and support policies that streamline bureaucracy

and digitize services.



