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Summary:

This study, entitled "Malek Bennabi and the Algerian National Movement — A Reading
of His Works", aims to offer an in-depth understanding of the position of the Algerian thinker
Malek Bennabi regarding the various currents of the Algerian National Movement, within his
broader civilizational and intellectual framework. It seeks to move beyond conventional
historical narratives that reduced this trajectory to mere political or militant dimensions, and
instead provides a critical and conceptual reading of Bennabi’s views.

During the first half of the twentieth century, Algeria witnessed a dynamic political and

intellectual awakening marked by the emergence of various ideological currents within the
national movement. In this context, Bennabi stood out as a singular voice who sought to
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connect socio-political developments with deeper civilizational and structural realities. While
much scholarly attention has been paid to his philosophical contributions, his reflections on
the Algerian national struggle remain underexplored.

The motivation behind this research lies in a deep epistemological concern that
transcends academic curiosity. It reflects an intellectual and emotional engagement with
Bennabi’s original project, which aimed to dismantle stagnant mental frameworks and
reframe the question of liberation within a broader civilizational paradigm. The study
emphasizes that Bennabi did not engage directly in party politics; rather, his position was that
of a critical observer who reassessed the nationalist project in light of the prerequisites of
authentic human and societal regeneration.

The significance of this research stems not only from its analysis of one of Algeria’s
leading thinkers, but also from its effort to reconnect his intellectual contributions to the
historical and ideological realities of his time. It aspires to move beyond celebratory readings
by offering a critical, conceptual exploration of Bennabi’s vision for reform and
decolonization.



