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summary

This dissertation aims to analyze French colonialism in Algeria as a comprehensive settler
project with intertwined military, cultural, and social dimensions. It demonstrates that the
occupation was not the result of a random incident, but rather the outcome of a systematic
expansionist policy linked to internal French crises and imperial ambitions. The study
highlights the violent nature of this project, notably France’s use of scorched-earth tactics and
acts of extermination, particularly in regions such as the Aurés, the West, and Laghouat. It also
shows how military violence paved the way for the implementation of policies of
"Francization,” targeting the Arabic language and Islam, in an effort to erase national identity
and reshape Algerian society according to the French model. In response, the dissertation
sheds light on various forms of resistance both armed and cultural—especially the role of the
Association of Algerian Muslim Ulama in reviving language and religion and fostering national

consciousness




