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The ancient Arabs recognized that language is not merely a collection of independent words but
rather an interconnected system structured through both sensory and cognitive experiences.
Literary and poetic references played a significant role in establishing cognitive classifications,
an idea later reflected in modern Western linguistic theories.

This study, titled **Establishing the Theory of Semantic Fields in Ancient Arabic Linguistic
Heritage," examines the fundamental principles of the theory, the classification of vocabulary
within semantic fields, and its development in Arabic and Western linguistic thought.
Additionally, it discusses the various types of semantic fields, employing a descriptive
methodology supported by precise analysis.

The study reveals that the theory of semantic fields plays a crucial role in organizing
vocabulary through interconnected relationships, enhancing comprehension of linguistic
meanings and highlighting semantic connections such as synonymy and antonymy.
Furthermore, the theory contributes to lexicographic development by structuring dictionaries
and classifying words, facilitating linguistic research and enriching semantic studies.

Ibn Sida and other early Arab linguists excelled in categorizing words according to their
semantic domains, utilizing thematic dictionaries to group words with shared meanings, which
helped simplify the interpretation of literary and religious texts. Swiss linguist Ferdinand de
Saussure later contributed to the advancement of the theory by emphasizing the importance of
semantic and syntactic relationships between words.

Keywords: Lexicon, Linguistics, Semantic Field, Theory of Semantic Fields, Semantics.
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