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Abstract:

This legal memorandum presents a jurisprudential and legal analysis of the acts undertaken by a
terminally ill patient, assessing their validity and legal implications. The study focuses on the patient’s
legal capacity and examines the extent to which a deathbed illness may affect the soundness of the
patient’s free will and legal intent. The paper begins by defining the legal concept of a terminal illness,
outlining the criteria for its establishment and the evidentiary standards required to prove it,
considering it a special circumstance that may influence the individual’s ability to enter into valid
legal transactions. The study further explores the legal dispositions made by a terminally ill person
concerning family affairs, particularly those affecting heirs and the distribution of inheritance. It also
examines financial transactions, whether of an onerous or gratuitous nature (such as sales or
donations), evaluating them in light of the legal requirements for validity, including the necessity of
legal capacity and free, uncoerced will. Ultimately, the memorandum seeks to delineate the legal
boundaries governing the validity of acts performed by a terminally ill person. It aims to distinguish
between enforceable and void transactions while emphasizing the need to safeguard the legal rights of
concerned parties and to uphold core legal principles that ensure a fair balance between individual

autonomy and the protection of vulnerable stakeholders .
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