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Abstract

The Autobiographical Novel : ANexus of Memory and Identity The novel holds a distinct
position as the most impactful lieterary from for readers primarily because it seamlessly

weaves together real-life experiences and the imaginative realm. This dynamic is especially
Pronounced in the Autobiographical nohvel which often captivates audiences by revealing

Secrets from the author’s secrets that are sometimes openly declared and at other times
carefully withheld. This study undertook an investigation into the contemporary Algerian
Autobiographical nohvel, specifically focusing on the mechanism through which it engages

with memory. The analysis utilized a curated selection of representative texts, including :
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Thta Shajarat Al-Lawz Waladatni Ummi Bi-la Qabila (Under the Almond Tree My Mother
Gave Birth to Me Without a Midwife) by Belkacem Ben Achour. Hadrat Al-Colonel Abi (His
Excellency Colonel, My Father) by Rafik Djelloul. Jabal Napoleon Al-Hazin (Napoleon’s sad
Mountain) by Cherafeddine Choukri. Furthermore ,attention was given to : Rasa’il Untha (A
Woman'’s Letteres) by Nahed Boukhalfa, both which were treated as quintessential
autobiographical narratives. Thee findings of this research establish that the autobiographical
novel, notwithstanding the inherent ambiguity it carries, constitutes a standalone literary
category. Its significance lies not in resolving genre debates, but in the potency of its overall
effect. Crucially, it doesn’t merely chronicle the memory of the isolated individual author ;
instead, it crafts a collective memory inextricably tied the author’s surrounding environment.
Through its engagement with both personal and communal recollection, the contemporary
Algerian autobiographical novel emergrs as a vital literary platform advocating simultaneously

for both national sovereingnty and cultural identity.
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