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Abstract:
The subject of study revolved around French colonial policy in the M’zab valley region
between 1853 and1947 that is the protectorate treaty concluded between the regions in
habitants and the French administration , through which it promised to protect them
,safeguard their interests ,and preserve their independence and freedom to manage their
internal affairs . However , this did not last long after France issued a decision to officially
annex the M’ zab region to France in November 1882 due to the M’zab people’s violation
of the terms of the treaty which included closing markets to the resistance and cooperating
with the French authorities . However , the inhabitants supported the revolution and
uprisings and were supplied with weapons and provisions .the administration launched a
military campaign to annex the region as a rear base to support the resistance and
practiced all kinds of policies there when it confiscated the lands of the throne and tribes
and made them khamasin with the Europeans. It also carried out missionary and
Christianization campaigns to replace the Islamic religion with Christianity and eliminate
free Arab education by closing schools and zawiyas and demolishing mosques ,leading to
the issuance of an unfair decision against the youth of the M’zab valley region , which was
the compulsory conscription law .1t affected the young men in the north who practiced
trade , and many of them were forcibly recruited . This continued until 1919 ,but a decision
was issued to cancel this law in 1947 after several letters from the notables of the region
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to the administration to cancel it ,in addition to the protests and opposition carried out by

the residents to express their rejection of this law .
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