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This dissertation explores Andalusian humorous epistles through Henri Bergson’s theory of
laughter, viewing them as literary texts that combine aesthetic value with social function. It argues
that humor is not a mere form of entertainment or rhetorical ornament, but rather a medium for
generating meaning, questioning conventions, and reshaping cultural dynamics in Andalusian

society.

Adopting a descriptive-critical approach, with occasional recourse to psychological analysis,
the study is structured into three chapters: the first outlines the philosophical and psychological
dimensions of laughter; the second examines the genres, stylistic features, and cultural context of
Andalusian epistles; and the third applies Bergson’s principles to selected texts, such as al-Tawabi*

wa al-Zawabi* by Ibn Shuhayd and Ibn Zayditin’s humorous epistle.

The findings reveal that Andalusian humorous epistles created a discursive space rich in
irony, parody, and linguistic play, enabling them to serve a corrective social role alongside their
aesthetic function While Bergson’s theory provides effective tools for analyzing the mechanisms
of the comic such as rigidity, repetition, and emotional distancing the study emphasizes the need

to complement it with social, discursive, and psychological perspectives.

In doing so, the dissertation offers a contemporary re-reading of Andalusian heritage,
reaffirming the relevance of laughter as an intellectual and cultural phenomenon that extends

beyond entertainment to shed new light on classical Arabic texts.
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