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Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the similarities and differences in the treatment of prisoners
between the Algerian national resistance and the French colonial army during the period from
1830 to 1916, by examining the circumstances of captivity, the modes of treatment, and the
motivations-whether humanitarian, religious, or political-that guided each side's behavior. The
findings revealed a fundamental divergence in how both parties conceived and treated the notion
of a « prisoner ». Despite the limited resources of the popular resistance, its treatment of captives
was generally characterized by a humane approach, influenced by Islamic teachings and local
cultural heritage. In contrast, the French colonial army often adopted a retaliatory policy marked
by violence, torture, and humiliation, as part of a colonial strategy aimed at breaking the spirit of

resistance and deterring any rebellion.



