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Abstract
Forgery is considered one of the most serious crimes against public trust, as it
directly affects the stability of transactions and the protection of individual rights. It
does not only harm official and private documents but also undermines confidence in
public institutions and legal systems. This study examined the concept of forgery and
its distinction from similar crimes, analyzed its historical and legal evolution, and
explored the legal framework governing it under Algerian law. The research focused
on the constitutive elements of the crime: the material element, the moral element,
and the legal element. It also highlighted the basis of criminal responsibility for
perpetrators of forgery, whether as principal offenders or accomplices. Furthermore,
the study reviewed the penalties provided by the Algerian Penal Code, distinguishing
between forgery of official and private documents, and examined complementary
penalties and precautionary measures. The findings reveal that Algerian legislation
adopts a strict criminal policy against forgery in order to safeguard public trust and
ensure both general and specific deterrence.
Keywords: Forgery, official documents, private documents, material element,

moral element, criminal responsibility, Algerian law.
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