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The present study examines the theme of "Representations of the '‘Other’ in the Magamat
of Badi' al-Zaman al-Hamadhani." It aims to uncover how al-Hamadhani portrayed the
character of the "Other" within his texts, and to deconstruct the implicit cultural and
social meanings concealed beneath the elaborate use of rhymed prose (Saj'), humor, and
mendicancy (Kudyah).
Methodologically, the study adopts a Cultural Criticism approach, utilizing the dual
mechanisms of description and analysis. This framework facilitates a departure from
superficial textual readings, allowing for a profound understanding of the latent
intellectual and social dimensions embedded within the texts.
The research yields several key findings, most notably that the "Other" in al-
Hamadhani’s Magamat is not a transient figure, but rather a mirror reflecting the
contradictions and socio-cultural conflicts of the Abbasid society during that era.
Furthermore, the analysis demonstrates that al-Hamadhani meticulously employed
precise artistic devices—such as irony, dialogue, paradox, and disguise—to expose
human behavior and critique social reality. Ultimately, the Magamah text emerges as an

expansive critical and cultural space that redraws the image of the human being in all its
complexities and transformations.

Keywords: Magamah, Badi' al-Zaman al-Hamadhani, The Other, Cultural Criticism,
Implicit
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