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Abstract :

The reformist elites, in the Maghreb countries in general and Algeria in particular, play
a crucial role to face the colonizer’s religious policy which aims for the elimination of the
Arab-Islamic identity of Algerians. These intellectual figures sought to return back the
national movement to its national religious reformist roots. Sheikh lbrahim Abi Al-Yagzan is
one of the founding fathers of the Association of Algerian Muslim Scholars, with innumerable
collection of highly sophisticated Islamic articles. He, like many of the Assembly's men,
believed in the power of words and how much it is dangerous to the mind than any ever
existing tool in the world. Therefore, he dedicated both his intellect and talent to realize the
latter, making his pen a means of doing so. However, in his pursuit to defend the Algerian
identity and to expose the invader religious policy, he grew to become a threat to the existence
of the French administration in Algeria. Consequently, it tried to clamp down on him by all
means to abort his project.

Key words: Association of Algerian Muslim Scholars, French religious policy,
Ibrahim Abi Al-Yagzan, national religious identity, press, reform.
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