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Abstract:

In this research, we examined the topic of the legal protection of juvenile offenders under
Law 15-12 related to child protection, aiming to highlight the most important procedures
introduced by this law to safeguard this vulnerable group of children.

We adopted an analytical approach to address the main problem: how is legal protection for
juvenile offenders embodied in Law 15-12, and has the legislator succeeded in ensuring the
necessary protection through the procedures it stipulates?

The study was divided into two chapters:

e The first chapter focused on defining the procedural protection of juvenile offenders
by clarifying the key terms related to the topic, in addition to discussing the criminal
responsibility of the child.

e The second chapter was dedicated to the study and analysis of the procedural rules
specific to the protection of juvenile offenders introduced by Law 15-12, starting from
the moment a child commits an unlawful act to the stage of implementing the imposed
penalties and measures, with the aim of rehabilitating, reforming, and reintegrating the

child into society as a productive individual.

Through our research, we reached a number of findings, the most important of which is that
Law 15-12 includes a set of provisions, some of which were already present in the Code of
Criminal Procedure, and others that are newly introduced. These include special procedures
such as mediation, which promotes restorative justice aimed at amicable dispute resolution
and avoiding criminal prosecution for minors. Moreover, the law defined the judicial
authorities competent to handle juvenile cases and transferred the jurisdiction over minor
offenses committed by children from the ordinary misdemeanors division to the juvenile
division.

The study recommends that the legislator reconsider these procedures in order to strengthen
the protection of juvenile offenders and support their rehabilitation and reintegration into

society.
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