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Abstract:

The thesis addressed the narrative structure in Shawq Al-Darwish (The
Longing of the Dervish) by Hammour Ziada, considering it one of the most
prominent contemporary Sudanese literary works with a historical and
epistemological background. It focused on narrative techniques such as time,
space, and characters, in addition to temporal shifts like "prolepsis" and
"analepsis." The study highlighted the multiple functions of narration—
aesthetic, informative, and psychological— and how they interact with the
novel’s content. The novel also tackled complex issues such as colonialism,
religion, racism, and identity through the character of Bakheet Mandil. The
research adopted a structural-analytical approach to examine the artistic
structure of the text and relied on key narrative references such as Gérard
Genette and Said Yaktine. It concluded that the novel transcended traditional
narration, embracing a profound modern narrative that blends documentation,
poetics, and emotional depth.

Keywords: Narrative structure — Time — Space — Character — Structural
narration.
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