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Abstract:

This study explores the constitutional framework and practical reality of freedom of
opinion and expression in Algeria. As a fundamental human right, freedom of
expression is a cornerstone of democratic societies and is guaranteed by both
international conventions and national constitutions. The research is divided into two
main parts: the first focuses on the theoretical and constitutional foundations of this
right, including its legal and doctrinal definitions, legal nature, and its development
across Algerian constitutions from 1963 to 2020.

The second part analyzes the legislative restrictions imposed on freedom of expression,
the justifications behind these constraints, and their real-world impact on political
discourse and media practices. Special attention is given to issues such as public and
private media, judicial treatment of opinion cases, self-censorship, and the growing
influence of social media.

The study concludes that while the Algerian legal framework formally recognizes and
protects freedom of expression, significant challenges persist in practice. These include
vague legal provisions, administrative overreach, and a lack of consistent judicial
protection. Therefore, the study recommends revising restrictive laws, strengthening
institutional independence—especially for the judiciary and the media—and promoting
a culture of democratic dialogue and political pluralism to ensure the effective exercise
of this essential right in Algeria.




