Lecture no 06 :
Criminal liability
1/ Definition of Criminal liability :

Criminal liability refers to the legal responsibility for a criminal act, where
an individual performing the act can be found guilty and may face penalties such
as imprisonment, fines, or both.
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2/ Demention of Criminal liability:

Criminal liability encompasses certain core elements that must be present
for an individual to be found guilty of a crime.

The two primary elements are the actus reus and the mens rea.
Actus Reus and Mens Rea

Actus reus and mens rea are Latin terms that represent the physical act of a
crime and the mental state behind that act, respectively. Together, they form the
foundation for determining criminal liability.
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2.1/ Actus Reus: The physical act or omission of an act in
violation of the law. It must be voluntary, and the
consequences of the act must be directly related to the
individual's actions.

Actus reus includes several components:

- Voluntary conduct: The act must be voluntary,
meaning the individual had control over their actions.

- Omission: In some cases, individuals have a duty to
act, and failing to act may lead to criminal liability.

. Consequences or result: The act must lead to a
prohibited outcome.
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2.2 Mens Rea : The mental state or intention of an individual while
committing a crime, also known as the "guilty mind". It consists of
different levels of awareness and intent.
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Mens rea is categorized into four primary levels:

Intention The individual actively desired to
bring  about the  prohibited
4y | consequences.
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Knowledge

The individual was aware that their
actions would likely result in the in
the prohibited consequences.
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Recklessness

The individual recognized the
potential risk of their actions but
chose to proceed anyway.
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Negligence
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The individual should have
reasonably foreseen the
consequences of their actions but
failed to do so.
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