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Abstract:

This paper examines the status and evolution of Free Arab Education in Algeria from 1931 until
the outbreak of the Algerian Revolution in 1954. This educational movement represented a key
form of cultural resistance to French colonialism, which sought to erase Algerian identity
through policies of ignorance, assimilation, and suppression of the Arabic language and Islamic
teachings.

In response, Algerian national elites—foremost among them the Association of Algerian
Muslim Scholars—launched a revival of Arab-Islamic education. Their efforts aimed to build
an alternative educational system that would operate independently from colonial control and
preserve the cultural and religious heritage of the nation.

Initially, this movement relied on traditional educational structures, including mosques,
zawiyas (Islamic religious schools), and kuttabs (Qur’anic schools). Over time, it developed
into a network of more modern and structured free schools, offering organized curricula
grounded in Arab-Islamic values.

Despite the harsh restrictions and systematic repression imposed by the colonial authorities,
Free Arab Education played a pivotal role in shaping national consciousness, reinforcing
political awareness, and safeguarding the Arabic language and Islamic identity—thus laying
the intellectual and cultural groundwork for the independence struggle.
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