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Abstract :

The cultural dispositions are one of the most important approaches that were made by
the modernity in the field of literature and criticism, and because of the intellect and the
cultural activities the disposition has transformed into a cultural one that absorbs a varied
cultural loads of the collective memory and peoples’ different cases. It is also considered one
of the central concepts on which the cultural studies stand, since they are considered to be a
field of cultural analysis by studying the form of discourse, its structure, and its context; their
reading of text unite between the disposition and the context, it is a thorough dispositional
approach which does not limit itself with the closed text structure, but exceeds it toward what
is beyond the textual structure, such as cultural dispositions, institutional disposition,
disposition of religion, disposition of urbanism, and disposition of geography... and many
more. The cultural studies have broken the domination and the constrains of the aesthetic
reading of discourses, and turned towards studying the cultural dispositions that go through
language levels, and detecting them can be achieved by the dispositional reading. It is a
cultural practice that aims to adapt to knowledge and the cultural element which is considered
to be a cultural disposition that reflects customs, traditions, virtues, and the deep formation of
peoples, so, the cultural literary text carries within it a one’s way of thinking, and what

controls it inside a community.

The role of the suggested written record is to expose the most important incarnations
of the cultural dispositions whether they were apparent or hidden, in the effort of approaching

299

the dispositions of one of the Arab nomads’ record, “Rifa’a Rafi’”, and through his journey
“Takhlis Al-Ibriz in Talkhis Bariz” which is translated into “An Imam in Paris”, who gave us
a perspective about another different culture as a cultural practice that expands one’s open-
mindedness and perspectives, and by which, one can know himself, and his limits, because it
is known that the personality is formed when it faces the other one, and “Tahtawi’s”
perspective shows us the problem with Islamic nation when it is faced with foreign ones, that
is why, our reading of this written record was beyond the aesthetic and artistic elements, for
the purpose of exploring the cultural dispositions captured within it. After the reading, we
have found two types of cultural dispositions, one is apparent, and the other is hidden: the
apparent disposition’s existence was obvious within the journeylike text, this made it easy for
us to categorize it into: the cultural, social, religious, economical, and the urban dispositions.
As for the hidden disposition, it was captured underneath the apparent one, and the literary

text considers it the actual foundation for producing literary texts.
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