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Abstract:

Social media platforms serve as an alternative media channel among students, allowing them to
present and discuss various ideas. In this context, our study titled “The Value Impacts of Social
Media Influencers on University Students — A Field Study on Students of Abbas Laghrour
University in Khenchela” aims to understand the values that social media influencers help reinforce.
These impacts include promoting positive values, encouraging learning and personal development,
but they may also involve reinforcing negative values by adopting superficial and low standards.
This increases the likelihood of influencing students’ daily decisions and the values they hold.
Therefore, it is essential to study and understand these effects.

The Main Question is:

- What are the value impacts of social media influencers on the students of Khenchela
University?
Sub-questions:

1. What are the habits and patterns of Khenchela University students in following social media
influencer accounts?

2. What values are embedded in the content of social media influencers’ pages from the perspective
of the study sample?

3. What are the positive value impacts of social media influencers on the students under study?

4. What are the negative value impacts of social media influencers on the students of Abbas
Laghrour University in Khenchela?

Objectives of the Study:
1. To identify the habits and patterns of students’ following of social media influencer accounts.

2. To uncover the values embedded in the content of social media influencers’ pages from the
perspective of the study sample.

3. To understand the positive impacts of social media influencers on the values of the students in the
study sample.

4. To identify the negative impacts of social media influencers on the values of the students in the
study sample.

The importance of this study lies in its examination of the relationship between the content of
influencer accounts and student values, a topic that has become imperative when studying any
media phenomenon. This descriptive survey-based study employs an audience survey methodology.
We surveyed the habits and usage patterns of student audiences regarding the value content of social
media influencers using a questionnaire. A random sample of 80 individuals from the Faculty of
Social and Human Sciences was surveyed.

Results:

- Positive Values: Contributing to self-entertainment, viewing society critically, aiding in decision-
making, self-critical thinking, acquiring new values, enhancing cultural awareness and broadening
cultural exchange, improving speaking skills, and expanding horizons.



- Negative Values: Reduced communication with family and friends, lack of sense of belonging,
poor work performance, boldness in transgressing taboos, increased self-interest, higher focus on
low culture at the expense of high culture, social isolation, lack of respect for cultural diversity,
glorification of Western culture over Arab culture, self-centeredness, intolerance of others’ opinions,
and frustration due to comparing student lifestyles with those of influencers.

Based on the principles of the Uses and Gratifications Theory and the Value Determinism Theory,
we concluded that the students in the sample use Facebook more than other platforms, follow
influencers for entertainment and to pass the time, and focus on influencers who share their way of
thinking for self-gratification. A small percentage follow the lifestyles of influencers, especially
celebrities, out of curiosity.

Keywords:

Value impacts, social media influencers, social media platforms, university students.
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