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Summary

Following the conquest of Algeria in 1830, French colonialism sought to extend
its control over the country’s natural resources and forest wealth. It adopted various
policies under what was falsely claimed to be a "French forest system" designed to
protect the forests from irrational exploitation and fires. However, the true objective
behind this claim was to annex as much forested land as possible in order to advance
their colonial settlement project and boost the French economy. This system was
supported by a series of unjust laws that violated the rights of the indigenous
population, subjecting them to harsh penalties such as fines and blame for forest fires.
These measures represent only a small part of the broader French forest policy in

Eastern Algeria.

Keywords: French forest policy — wildfires — forest exploitation laws.



