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Abbes Laghrour University — Khenchela
Faculty of Law and Political Science
(Examination in Constitutional Law (Political Systems
Second Semester — Regular Session
Date: 21/05/2025 | Time: 13:00-14:30
Course Instructor: Dr. MENASRIA Samiha

Question 1:

Define and explain the following terms:

Electoral system

Limited government

Republican system

Semi-parliamentary democracy

Question 2:

The Algerian political system is a semi-presidential system that incorporates certain
features of the parliamentary system as well as aspects of the presidential system. Discuss
this by explaining the mutual influence and interaction between the legislative and executive
branches.

Model Answer to Question 1 (08 points):
Electoral System: It refers to the set of rules and procedures that determine how the people
choose their representatives and how the votes cast in an election are translated into seats.

Limited Government: A form of government in which power is distributed among several
bodies, each enjoying defined competences and the ability to monitor and check one
another.

Republican System: A system of governance based on elections as the means for granting
authority to the head of state, who is referred to as the President of the Republic.
Semi-Parliamentary Democracy: A democratic model characterized by the existence of a
representative body (parliament), while the people retain some decision-making mechanisms
such as legislative veto and popular referendum.

Model Answer to Question 2 (10 points):

1. Key Features of the Algerian Political System:

A President of the Republic elected directly by the people for a five-year term, renewable
once.

A flexible separation of powers that allows for certain forms of cooperation and mutual
oversight between the legislative and executive branches.

2. Aspects of Mutual Influence Between the Legislative and Executive Branches

(1) Mechanisms of Executive Influence over the Legislative Branch:

a) President of the Republic:

Legislating by ordinance.

Exercising regulatory authority.

Appointing one-third of the members of the Council of the Nation (upper house).
Amending the Constitution.

Vetoing legislation.

Enacting the Finance Law by ordinance.

Referring matters to the Constitutional Court.

Convening Parliament in an extraordinary session.

Promulgating laws.

b) The Government:

Initiating legislation.
Implementing laws.
Requesting the convening of Parliament.



Requesting a meeting of the joint committee of equal representation.
Withdrawing draft laws.

Requesting a vote of confidence.

Attending parliamentary sessions.

Participating in the work of standing committees.

(2) Mechanisms of Legislative Influence over the Executive Branch:

Parliamentary oversight of government actions through non-liability mechanisms such as
questions and investigative committees.

Debating and approving or rejecting the Government's action plan or program, as applicable.
Withdrawing confidence from the Government in case of rejection of its action plan or
program.

Debating the general policy statement, which may result in the adoption of a resolution or a
motion of censure leading to the Government's dismissal.

Refusing to grant a vote of confidence requested by the Prime Minister or Head of
Government, as applicable.

Interrogating a government member or the entire Government represented by the Prime
Minister or Head of Government.

Submitting a motion of censure following a parliamentary interrogation.

Exercising the functions of Head of State by the President of the Council of the Nation in
the event of a vacancy or impediment affecting the President of the Republic.

Approving international treaties.

Approving the state budget.



