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:summary

This dissertation addresses the topic of “Smart Power and Fifth-Generation
Warfare — The Israeli War on Gaza and Lebanon,” aiming to explore the
transformation in modern warfare, where technology and artificial intelligence have
become central tools in armed conflict. The first chapter focuses on the conceptual
framework of smart power, distinguishing it from hard and soft power, while also
analyzing its components and expanding role in contemporary wars.

The second chapter examines the relationship between smart power and fifth-
generation warfare by analyzing the tools and technologies used in this new kind of
war—such as artificial intelligence, drones, and cyber capabilities. The study
highlights the defining features of this generation of conflict and its distinctions from
previous ones.

Chapter three emphasizes the significance of smart power and cyber factors in
achieving Israeli national security. It explores how Israel increasingly relies on
advanced technologies to confront regional threats, particularly through elite Unit
8200 and by integrating conventional power with modern methods.

Chapter four presents an analytical case study of Israel’s fifth-generation war against
Gaza in 2023, highlighting the smart power tools used, particularly aerial targeting,
assassinations, and cyber infiltrations.

The final chapter analyzes Israel’s use of smart power in its conflict with Hezbollah in
Lebanon, illustrating how Israel seeks to limit Hezbollah’s capabilities using non-
traditional methods including cyber attacks, drones, and Al, reflecting a strategic
shift toward low-cost, high-tech warfare.

Keywords:

Smart power, fifth-generation warfare, artificial intelligence, cyber security, drones,
Israeli war, Gaza, Hezbollah, Israeli national security.
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