Lecture no 06:
Part one:
Nature or Basic Features of Law :

Law may be described as a normative science, that is, a science which lays
down norms and standards for human behaviour in a specified situation or
situation enforceable through the sanction of the state.

The concept of law may be understood by analysing the features common
to all laws, Among these features, the ones considered as essential or basic
include:
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1/ Generality:

Law is a general rule of conduct, It does not specific the names of specific
persons or behaviours, Its generality is both in terms of individuals governed
and in terms of the social behaviour controlled, The extent of the generality
depends upon on whom the law is made to be applicable.

For example:

_ Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of a person under
Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Right (UNDHR). This law is
made applicable to everyone on this world, therefore, it is universal.
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2/ Normativity :

Law does not simply describe or express the human conduct it is made to
control, but it is created with the intention to create some norms in the society.
Law creates norms by allowing, ordering or prohibiting the social behaviour.
Under this heading, law can be classified as follows:

_ Permissive Law: It allows or permits subjects to do the act they provide.
E., every person who is arrested has a right to be produced before the nearest
Magistrate within a period of 24hr. of his arrest. The term “has the right” used in
this provision shows that subject is given the right. So it is permissive law.

_ Directive Law: It orders, directs, or commands the subjects to do the act
provided in the law. It is not optional. E., if there is a contract between the
parties that any particular act must be performed by the parties themselves, then
they must perform it personally. This is a directive law.

_ Prohibitive Law: It discourages the subject from doing the act required
not to be done. All criminal laws are usually prohibitive laws. E., no one should
enter the property of another person against the will of that person.
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