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Summary:

After the French occupation in 1830, the country was subjected to direct military rule that
lasted until 1870. During this period, power was entirely in the hands of the French army, which
controlled both administration and politics. Algerians were completely excluded from any real role
in managing the affairs of their own country.

This era was marked by many serious human and political issues, especially concerning the
condition of the local population. Some of the main problems included land confiscation, military
oppression, cultural marginalization, and clear legal discrimination between European settlers and
the Algerian people.

In an attempt to understand and assess the situation in the colony, the French Parliament sent
several fact-finding commissions. However, these commissions often faced obstacles from the

military administration and French settlers who tried to block their work. Among the most notable
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of these were the first and second African Commissions (1833 and 1834), the Mitidja Commission
in 1842, and the agricultural investigation commissions led by Louhons and Raedon between
1868 and 1869.

Even though these commissions may have seemed important on paper, they didn't really lead
to any major changes in French colonial policies. The situation of Algerians remained one of
oppression and exclusion, as the military administration continued to focus on strengthening
French control over the colony.

Key Words: French Colonization, Parliamentary Committees, The African Commission, The

Louhons Commission, Military Administration.



