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Abstract:

This study examines the "Narrative Structure in Said Khatibi's Novel (The Flaming Gardens
of the East: A Journey into the Land of the Slavs)", aiming to deconstruct the architectural design of
the travel text and explore its aesthetic and semantic mechanisms. The central problematic revolves
around how the narrative structure is formed within a text that blends factual documentation with
fictional novelization, and the extent to which the author employs narrative elements (time, space,
and characters) to shape the image of the "Balkan Other" in contrast to the "Algerian Self". To achieve
this objective, the study adopts an integrative structuralist approach, utilizing the tools of modern
narrative criticism (Narratology) to trace the internal network of relations governing the text. The
study yielded several key results, most notably that the novel features a flexible and interwoven
narrative structure that breaks linear chronological time through flashbacks and prolepsis.
Furthermore, the spatial dimensions (Balkan cities) served as a dynamic focal point that propelled
events and deepened cultural dialogue, transforming the travelogue from mere geographical recording
into an integrated structural construction that redefines human identity and alterity.

Keywords: Narrative Structure, Said Khatibi, The Flaming Gardens of the East, Travel Literature,
Self and Other, Structuralist Approach.



