Lecture no : 01

:Private law /1

Private law is primarily concerned with the rights and duties of individuals
.towards each other

The state’s involvement in this area of law is confined to providing a civilised
method of resolving the dispute that has arisen, Thus, the legal process is begun
by the aggrieved citizen and not by the state, Private law is also called civil law
.and is often contrasted with criminal law
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:Criminal Law /2

Certain kinds of wrongdoing pose such a serious threat to the good order of
.society that they are considered crimes against the whole community

The criminal law makes such anti-social behaviour an offence against the state
.and offenders are liable to punishment

The state accepts responsibility for the detection, prosecution and punishment of
.offenders
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:Criminal and civil law /3

Legal rules are generally divided into two categories: criminal and civil. It is
important to understand the nature of the division because there are fundamental
.differences in the purpose, procedures and terminology of each branch of law
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:More Explanation

Criminal Law Civil Law
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Concerns Offences against the state | Disputes between private
Wglxall | ddgadl sio o5l R individuals
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Purpose of the action To preserve order in the | To remedy the wrong
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The parties A prosecutor prosecutes | A claimat sues a
I bVl | a defendant defendant

Prosecutions are brought

in the name of the crown, | Case title: Jones v Patel




signified by R for Rex

(king) or Regina (queen)

Case title: R v Smith
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Where the action is heard
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The criminal courts, i.e.
magistrates' court or

crown court
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The civil courts, i.e.
county court or high
court
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Standard and burden of

proof
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The prosecutor must
prove his case beyond a
reasonable doubt
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The claimant must
establish his case on the
balance of probabilities
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Decision A defendant may be The defendant may be
Jlsll | convicted if he is guilty | found liable or not liable
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Sanctions Imprisonment, Fine, Damages, injunction,
wbgasll | Community Order specific performance,
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Examples Murder, Theft, Driving Contract, Tort, Trusts,
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