Level: Master 2 (Didactics) Allotted Time: 01h 30mn

FIRST-SEMESTER EXAMINATION IN PHILOSOPHY OF
EDUCATION

Activity One: The below-written paragraph contains a number of educational and
philosophical mistakes. Try either to rewrite the paragraph correctly or highlight the
mistakes providing correction.

The educational system is usually portrayed through Aristotle’s “Allegory of the Cave”,
wherein the journey that a prisoner makes upwards represents the struggle and the
transformations caused by education to achieve knowledge and transfer it to others. This
allegory hints also at some humanistic traits like the duty of the instructor to enlighten others.
In fact, every philosophical trend has considered humanism in a way. Unlike the Middle Ages
that celebrated individual potential based on Greek and Roman texts, philosophy in the
Renaissance-particularly Augustine’s- tried to create balance between reason and divine
illumination. The true sense of humanism was seen during the enlightenment, especially with
the idea of empiricism that stresses natural goodness and freedom, and which paved the way to
Herbert Spences’ “moral autonomy” in the 19" century. Modern and contemporary
philosophies are very similar in the way they approach humanism; while the aim of the 20th
century education is to humanize data, the 21% century is rather interested in liberating and
changing the persons we are.

Activity Two: Read the following policy statement:

“Education aims to equip learners with skills for lifelong learning, adaptability, and global
citizenship.”

Question:
Identify two philosophical traditions present in this statement and one tradition that is
absent. Justify your answer.




and also enlightenment cosmopolitanism (global citizenship). (2 pts)

even classical ethics due to the lack of moral or political grounding. (2 pts)

Activity Three: Complete these two statements: (4pts)
“The philosophy of education becomes incoherent when BdUCation is treated as & neutral
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“while constructivism considers globalization as @ Way t0 construe knowledge, critical
pedagogy views it as fifeat {0 ational identity'and & tool of domination

*Justify your words in the first statement by means of referring to one philosophical
period/tradition.

Activity Four: Study the following diagram:
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Identify
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the Ehilosophical tradition(s) most clearly reflected in this diagram. Justify your
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