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Sociocultural factors of urban violence

-Field study in the Lahcen Mrir neighborhood, Khenchela-
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Abstract

This study aims to reveal the relationship between socio-cultural factors
and urban violence through a field study conducted in the MerirLahcen
neighborhood located in the city of Khenchela. The researcher started from the
problematic question: What is the relationship between socio-cultural factors and
urban violence? A general hypothesis was proposed, stating that these factors
contribute to the production of urban violence. The study relied on the descriptive
method and utilized three data collection tools: questionnaire, interview, and
direct observation. A simple random sample consisting of 88 individuals was
selected, representing 10% of the total households in the neighborhood (877
households).

The researcher adopted three theoretical approaches to understand the
phenomenon: social conformity theory, the etiological approach, and the
affection-aggression approach. The results revealed that unemployment, poverty,
overcrowding, social pressure, and low educational level are among the most
prominent factors contributing to the increase in urban violence manifestations
within the studied neighborhood. These factors reflect an imbalance in the socio-
cultural structure of the new urban environment.

The study concluded that understanding urban violence cannot be achieved
independently of the social and cultural context, which necessitates a
comprehensive intervention focused on rebuilding social bonds and improving the

living conditions of the residents.

Keywords: urbanization, violence, urban violence, sociology, culture.
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