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Abstract

Farhat Abbas and the integrationist elite initially envisioned Algeria as part of a broader French
state. They sought full equality for Algerians as French citizens with equal rights. Abbas initially
rejected the idea of an independent Algerian nation, believing Algerians could thrive within the
French Republic if their rights were respected. However, this vision shifted over time due to
unfolding events. The goal evolved from integration to union, and ultimately, to the demand for
full independence. Abbas’s transformation reflected a broader realization among the elite that
integration had failed. This awakening led to the embrace of an independent, democratic Algerian
state. His journey symbolized the political and ideological evolution of the integrationist

movement.
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