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ABSTRACT:

Participatory democracy came as a new form of the actual practice of democracy by
bypassing the disadvantages of representative democracy, and was defined as an expansion of
the circle of citizen participation in public decision-making, where its importance is
highlighted in enhancing citizen participation and giving him the opportunity to put forward
alternatives regarding the decisions that concern him, and participatory democracy has an
important role in deepening the relationship between the citizen and local administration.
Through our study, we have found that participatory democracy can be applied at the level of
Algerian local councils, if the obstacles preventing its implementation are addressed,
including the weak structure of civil society at the local level, as well as the weakness of
participation mechanisms and the lack of definition of their institutional and organizational
frameworks, and the low culture of citizenship of the Algerian individual.

We have also found that there is political will among the public authorities in Algeria to
promote participatory practices at the local level, especially, as evidenced by the launch of the
"kapdal "program to upgrade the capabilities of local development actors, as well as the
preparation of the draft preliminary law for the promotion of participatory democracy, in
which the institutional and organizational frameworks for participation have been identified,
and new forms and mechanisms for participation have been included, such as public
discussion, opinion polling, and local public opinion investigations, all mechanisms
contributing to the activation and achievement of participatory democracy, in order to develop

society and achieve local and national.
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