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Abstract

This study investigates the legal and criminal dimensions of the Commercial Register
(CR) in Algeria, tracing its evolution from the established traditional framework to
the modern electronic platform mandated by digitization. The research begins by
analyzing the nature of the traditional CR, its legal and economic significance, and
the responsibilities associated with registration, while highlighting classic offenses
such as failure to register and submission of false data.

The transition to an electronic CR was driven by the objectives of enhancing
efficiency, transparency, and simplifying business procedures. However, this digital
transformation has introduced new and complex criminal patterns unfamiliar in the
traditional environment. The study primarily focuses on analyzing these emerging
crimes, such as the digital forgery of registration certificates, hacking of databases,
electronic commercial identity theft, and the manipulation of registered data.

The research concludes that the current Algerian legislative framework, despite
modernization efforts through e-commerce and cybercrime laws, exhibits a
significant gap. Traditional laws governing the CR are ill-equipped to address the
intangible nature of these new offenses, while general cybercrime laws lack the
specificity required to protect the CR's unique function as a sovereign tool for market
regulation.

Consequently, the study recommends targeted legislative intervention to specifically
criminalize offenses against the electronic CR, impose stricter and more deterrent
penalties, and bolster the technical and judicial capacities for digital forensics and
cybersecurity. This is essential to ensure effective criminal protection, maintain
confidence in the digital economic environment, and support the business climate in
Algeria.
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