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Summary

Custody is considered one of the most important moral rights established by law to protect the child.
It aims to provide care and upbringing in a safe and stable environment until the child reaches
adulthood. In Algerian family law, custody is defined as the care, education, and moral and physical
protection of the child in accordance with the father's religion. Custody is regarded as a matter of
public order, being both a right and a duty, and cannot be relinquished without judicial approval and
without ensuring the child's best interest. The custodian must be an adult of sound mind, physically
and financially capable, and morally trustworthy. Custody cannot be divided among siblings to
maintain family unity. Legally, the order of custody prioritizes the mother, followed by the father,
maternal grandmother, paternal grandmother, maternal aunt, paternal aunt, and then the closest
relatives, always considering what serves the child’s welfare best. For boys, custody lasts until the
age of 10 and may be extended to 16 under certain conditions. For girls, it ends at the legal age
of marriage (19 years). Custody may be revoked if the custodian marries a non-relative, waives
custody to the child's detriment, moves abroad, or fails to meet care requirements. It may be
reinstated if the reason for its termination is removed and was not voluntary, with court approval.
Child support includes food, clothing, housing, and medical care, and is determined based on the
father's financial ability. Finally, custody can only be revoked by court ruling upon a valid claim,

which must meet conditions of legal standing, interest, and clear harm to the child’s welfare.
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