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Abstract

This study explores collective marriage (mass wedding) as a growing
social initiative aimed at meeting the economic and social needs of youth,
particularly in light of the increasing challenges hindering access to
traditional marriage. These challenges include the rising costs of dowries,
unaffordable housing, unemployment, and general socio-economic
instability affecting large segments of society, especially young people.

The research adopts a quantitative analytical approach, using a
structured questionnaire distributed among a purposive sample of
beneficiaries from a collective marriage initiative held in Khenchela
Province. The empirical analysis focused on understanding the
participants' motivations, perceptions, and experiences regarding this
alternative marital model. The questionnaire was divided into three
thematic axes: (1) marriage as a social necessity, (2) collective marriage as
a social alternative, and (3) the role of community initiatives in fostering
social stability.

Findings indicate that collective marriage provides a practical and
cost-effective solution that facilitates marriage for economically vulnerable
youth while promoting social cohesion and solidarity. Participants viewed
the initiative positively, particularly in its ability to reduce financial
burdens and support social integration. However, the study also highlights

critical limitations, such as the lack of institutional support, uneven access,
and organizational inconsistencies, which undermine its long-term
effectiveness and inclusivity.

Ultimately, the study argues that collective marriage should not be
viewed merely as a ceremonial event but as a strategic social policy tool
that can be institutionalized to reinforce family stability, combat social
exclusion, and promote equal opportunities—provided it is accompanied
by fair coordination and sustainable support mechanisms.




