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Study Summary:

This study departs from a perspective that considers the silent short film as a visual work that relies on
the image as a primary language of expression. It adopts in its analysis Christian Metzs approach and
its associated auditory and visual codes. The significance of this study lies in addressing a filmic
subject that presents a philosophical vision of life after death, and highlights the psychological state of
severe depression that may lead to despair and suicidal ideation, an act prohibited in our religious law,
while also emphasizing the ability of the short film to convey meaning without spoken language. It
further employs key research concepts: cinema, visual discourse, and the short film, in an artempt to
answer the central research question, namely:

How was visual discourse employed in silent cinema within the film “The Last Passenger” by
director Moenes Khamar?

After analysis, the study reached the following main findings:
_The director relied on silent cinema to achieve a deeper, more philosophical and aesthetic impact.
_The director employed visual condensation and an oppositional psychological staging, placing the
viewer within the event environment on one hand, and expressing the emotional state of despair

experienced by the suicidal artist on the other hand.

This study constitutes a methodological contribution to the analysis of visual discourse in silent
cinema, through a visual-analytical approach to the short film, helping ro better understand the use of

cinematic language in constructing meaning within the filmic work.
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