Lecture no 08 :
Sources of Law:

1. The sources of law refer to the set of written and unwritten
resources from which binding legal norms are *drawn’; the sources do not
contain information about the law, they constitute the law as they decide what
counts as law.
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2. The sources of law are usually limitatively summed up as:
a) written sources: 4 gial) jalaall

_International treaties 4 sall Claalal)

_ Legislation sl

_ Case Law Alzadll sl )

_ Doctrine 3l

b) unwritten sources: L gical) e jalaal)

_ Fundamental principles Al (salll

_ Customary law Sl o5l

_ Treaties, legislation, case law, fundamental principles and custom present
binding legal norms .
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__ A constitution can be written (legislation) or unwritten (customary law); it
constitutes the legal powers of the state and the rights of its citizens.
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_ Doctrine contributes to the interpretation of binding legal norms, though
it is not binding in itself, the same goes for recitals in treaties, opinions of
advocats general (advisors) of highest courts and other formal advisory bodies
(e.g. the European Data Protection Board).
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_ Customary law binds due to usus (actual adherence) and opinio
necessitatis (a shared sense of obligation).
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