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Abstrac

The thesis offers an in-depth examination of the legal and social complexity
surrounding the crime of illicit trafficking in drugs and psychotropic substances,
emphasizing that its consequences extend far beyond personal health to

from undermine societal stability. It explores diverse definitions of drugs

—linguistic and Islamic jurisprudence to scientific and legal perspectives

highlighting their forms: natural (e.g., cannabis, coca), semi-synthetic (e.g.,
morphine, heroin), and synthetic (e.g., amphetamines, fentanyl). The study
details their severe impacts, including neurological damage, immune system
suppression, psychological disorders, and addiction that often leads to criminal
behavior.
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It reveals that illicit drug trafficking operates as a sophisticated criminal
enterprise, spanning production, smuggling, distribution, and marketing. The
phenomenon is driven by various factors: poverty, unemployment, the lure of
quick profits, family disintegration, lack of religious values, and legislative
loopholes. While some substances have legitimate medical uses, lax oversight
contributes to their diversion into illegal markets.

The study highlights Algeria’s legal response, particularly the amendment of
Law 04-18 via Law 23-05, which aimed to intensify penalties, improve
classification of drug-related offenses, and strengthen prevention and
rehabilitation measures. It also stresses the importance of international
cooperation, given the transnational nature of the crime and the evolution of
trafficking techniques. The thesis concludes that effective control requires a dual
strategyfirm legal punishment of traffickers, and preventive interventions
targeting vulnerable populations, especia






