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Abstract:

This study focuses on the production of a short film entitled “The Return”, which addresses the
impact of social media on university students, particularly in relation to digital identity formation and
the pursuit of virtual fame. The film highlights the conflict experienced by students between academic
ambition and the desire for recognition and success within the digital world, as well as the psychological

and social consequences that may affect their real lives and academic futures.

The film tells the story of “Salwa,” an outstanding university student who gradually becomes
immersed in the world of live streaming and TikTok fame under the influence of her friend “Manal.”
This transformation leads to a decline in her academic performance and causes her to experience a
psychological breakdown after failing her studies. However, with the emotional support and guidance
provided by her teacher, along with her awareness of the seriousness of her situation, Salwa eventually

regains balance and returns to the path of education and success.

The study also discusses the different stages of the film production process, beginning with pre-
production, which included scriptwriting, character selection, location scouting, and technical
preparation; followed by the production phase, where lighting, camera shots, and cinematic angles were
used to express the psychological transformations of the characters; and finally post-production, which
involved editing, visual and sound effects, color correction, and the use of artificial intelligence
technologies. The study concludes that short films represent an effective audiovisual medium for
addressing contemporary social issues and delivering awareness messages through an artistic and

impactful approach that reflects the reality of university youth in the era of digital transformation.
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